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In This Issue... 


Dr. Martin Schroeder writes— 


‘No church can be stronger than the roots 
that nourish it” 


Staff-writer G. Elson Ruff informs— 


“Protestants sent $600,000,000 out of this 
country for Missions between 1919 and 1939” 


From Staff-writer Julius Seebach— 


“The Statistics of the religious census taken in 
1936 are not of a nature to make 
Christians proud” 


Pastor Erwin Spees, third writer on 
Parish Education says— 


‘It is necessary for youth to have a living 
relationship with Christ” 


Staff-writer Mrs. D. F. Inin 1s not dis- 
couraged but she inquires— 


‘Is Adam still saying, ‘The woman tempted 
me and I did eat?” 


+++ 
Discussion of “An important inter preta- 
tion’ — Ihe Conscientious 


Objector—continues 
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Challenge to Lutherans in America 


“Lutheran World Action” Will Measure Both Resources and 
Appreciation of a Crisis 


LuTHERAN World Action will in a 
sense this fall act as a test. It will re- 
veal just what response a challenge of 
this sort will bring from this group of 
eight national Lutheran bodies that 
total over 2,000,000 confirmed mem- 
bers. If all the pastors and congrega- 
tions concerned follow the unanimous 
endorsement of their leaders, and work 
shoulder to shoulder in this joint en- 
deavor, the raising of the $500,000 
needed will be a simple matter. 

Complete approval of the aims and 
goal of Lutheran World Action is in- 
dicated by the representation on the 
National Honorary Committee. Ninety 
men form this committee. They are the 
presidents and secretaries of the gen- 
eral bodies which comprise the National 
Lutheran Council (the United Lu- 
theran Church, the American Lutheran 
Church, the Augustana Synod, the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Church, the United 
Danish Church, the Lutheran Free 
Church, the Icelandic Synod, and the 
Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church), 
and the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the presidents of the synods, 
conferences, districts, or circuits, and 
representatives of the various foreign 
mission boards. The list is too long to 
be quoted here. 


To Spread the Appeal 

It has been mentioned previously 
that the country is to be divided into 
thirty-four areas, in each of which a 
pastor has been called to give prac- 
tically full time to the promotion of 
the appeal in that region. The list of 
these field men is now complete, and 
will soon be announced. Their duties 
will include the formation of local com- 
mittees, the dissemination of publicity, 
the lining up of all the regular local 
channels of the Church for support, the 
creation of enthusiasm and the enlist- 
ing of full co-operation, the arranging 
of meetings, rallies, and provision of 
speakers. They will be the contact 
points between the headquarters and 
the congregations. A conference of 
these men has been called to meet in 
Chicago on the eighteenth of Septem- 
ber. There they will be given complete 
details of instruction, and will hear 
outstanding leaders of the Church who 
have been invited to relate the chal- 
lenge and the necessity of the Church’s 
response. Upon the return of these 
men to their sections, the project of 
Lutheran World Action will have 
swung into full motion. 

The literature to be used is now in 
the hands of the printer. It includes a 


folder for church use, and one for Sun- 
day school use. The latter has on one 
side a world map in color, showing the 
location of these missions to be helped. 
An idea of the scope of the task can be 
seen from the fact that one million of 
the former and one-half million of the 
latter are to be printed. These are to 
be sent, together with special envelopes 
for each, to all of the approximately 
7,000 congregations concerned, by the 
end of September. Also under prepa- 
ration is a speaker’s manual, containing 
suggestions and material for pastors and 
field men. 
Time Given 

One feature differing from the pro- 
cedure of the Emergency Appeal will 
be the opportunity of making the gifts 
over a longer period of time. The pres- 
ent plan is to bring the appeal to a cli- 
max during the Reformation season, 
with November 3 as the final Sunday. 
Local plans or usages may make it 
necessary in specific instances for the 
matter to extend farther into Novem- 
ber. However, for the sake of people 
who can, and would like to, give more 
if more time were afforded, it will be 
possible for pledges to extend over a 
period of not more than six months. 
Since the funds received in the Emer- 
gency Appeal will last until November 
or early December, the need for im- 
mediate cash is not so urgent. Inci- 
dentally, a statement as to the use of 
the Emergency Appeal funds will soon 
be available. When one considers that 
about forty-six missions are involved, 
with a staff of over two thousand, and 
a membership of over 800,000, it can 
easily be seen that the $240,000 raised 
last winter will not more than keep 
the work in existence, when spread 
over a period of nine months. 


Prayer Periods Suggested 

This need for Lutheran World Action 
is a new factor in the lives of our peo- 
ple, and to meet it effectively we must 
constantly bring it before their eyes 
and minds. To this end, it is suggested 
that from now until the end of October, 
all congregational organizations—men’s, 
women’s, young people’s, and children’s 
—be requested to open every meeting 
with a brief devotional period in the 
interests of this cause. A hymn should 
be sung, usually the same one (and 
isn’t it about time we lift our voices 
fervently and mightily as congrega- 
tions, singing “A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God”?). Special prayers are in 
order- for the success of the aims of 
Lutheran World Action and the salva- 


THE LUTHERAN 


The Official Organ of the United 
Lutheran Church 


Consolidated from The Lutheran (1896)—suc- 
cessor to Missionary (1845), Lutheran and Mis- 
sionary (1861) and Lutheran (1881), The 
Lutheran Church Visitor (1904)—successor to 
Lutheran Visitor (1868), and Our Church Paper 

(1873). The Lutheran Church Work and Observer 
(1913)—successor to Lutheran Observer (1831), 
Lutheran World (1892), and Lutheran Church 
Work (1908). 


Editor 
NATHAN R. MELHORN, D.D., Litt.D., LL.D. 
DEPARTMENTAL EDITORS 
D. BURT SMITH, D.D. AMOS J. TRAVER, D.D. 
MISS HARRIET E. HORN JULIUS F. SEEBACH, D.D. 
STAFF CORRESPONDENTS 
N. WILLISON, LITT.D. GEORGE L. RINKLIFF 


Committee on Church Papers 


HERMANN F. MILLER, D.D., CLARENCE E. GARDNER, 
D.D., REV. C. A. LINN, PH.D., JOHN W. HORINE, D.D., 
LL.D., A. J. HOLL, D.D., HERBERT C. ALLEMAN, D.D., 
LL.D., REV. RALPH D. HEIM, PH.D., HON. E. F, EILERT, 
C.S.D., PROF. C. G. SHATZER, SC.D. 


PRICE INCLUDING POSTAGE, $2.00 


Published weekly by the Board of Publication 
of the United Lutheran Church in America, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Torrey 
Walker, Business Manager. 

Entered as second-class matter, October 29. 
1923, at the Post-office, Philadelphia, Pa., under 
act of March 3, 1879. 


Officers of 


The United Lutheran Church 
¥F. H. Knuset, D.D., LL.D., S.T.D., President 
39 East 35th St., New York Cit ty 


W. H. Greever, D.D., LL.D., Secretary 
39 qe 35th St., New York City 


E. Crarence Mruer, LL.D., Treasurer 
1508 Wa Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


CONTENTS 
Graphie Editorial (.30sc00.1.--01, eee 3 
The Church in the News ......ccccc00 4 
In the World’s. Bye...) 5 
Follow Me: Parish Education ............ 6 
West Virginia Synod’s Convention.... a 
The Church Must Have Roots ............ 8 


A Ten-year Pastorate .........cssssssus 9 
Among-Ourselves \iincscs/n-ssnseeee eee 10, 11 
Distribution of Church News ............ 12-15 
Texts and Truths) ¢3cjiccscs eee 16,17 
Across the: Desk :si..:c1-::--c-0ee ee 18, 19 
Sunday School; Young Folk .............. 20, 21 
The Conscientious Objector ........0... 22-24 


News Letters: Nebraska, North 
Jersey, Pittsburgh... .c)cmesaneeey 
News; Obituaries; Notices 


tion of the missions concerned, and 
someone who is well qualified should 
say a few words concerning the situa- 
tion, the plan of the church, the local 
arrangements for participation, and the 
general progress toward the goal. 
Posters should be displayed in the 
proper places to keep reminding one of 
the grave responsibility and serious 
challenge which confronts the Church. 
The literature should be carefully dis- 
tributed, not wasted. Well-ordered 
procedure and not haphazard methods 
should be used to make this response 
of the Church powerful and direct. 
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The Blood of the Martyrs 


A LINE on the September page of the U. L. C. A. Year 
Book for 1940 attracted our attention; it reads: “First 
Lutheran martyrs in America, Ft. Caroline massacre, 
1565.” The reference is to that unfortunate colony of 
French Protestants (Huguenots) who undertook to 
form a settlement in Florida. They had arrived in 1564, 
and after customarily abusing the hospitality of the In- 
dians and losing their friendship they almost starved. A 
portion of them undertook to defeat self-caused famine 
by a piratical expedition against the Spaniards, but they 
failed. Later (in 1565) Menendez with a “colony of set- 
tlers” from Spain attacked the Huguenots, captured 
most of them, and massacred them. 

Those who suffered martyrdom in Florida are only 
a few of the victims of the resort to punishment as a 
means to maintain an ecclesiastical connection. One 
might suppose that the treatment given the early Chris- 
tians by the Roman government and by the pagans to 
whom the gospel was later taken would have made 
conversion to Christianity by force a forbidden practice. 
But apparently what was at first a supreme test of faith 
became eventually a threat of consequences when sub- 
servience to authority was resisted. “The blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of Christianity” became a caricature, 
when the Church found authority to invoke the civil 
arm to punish any who sponsored reforms of abuses. 

Promptly after the excommunication of Luther in 


a 
Bai : 
=e d 


1521, the roll of Protestant martyrs was begun. In 1523 
two Augustinian monks, Henry Voes and John Esch, 
were publicly burned, as adherents of Luther, at the 
stake in Brussels. The friar of their convent, Lampert 
Thorn, was smothered in prison. Later this sort of per- 
suasion spread to all the countries in which there was a 
conflict between evangelical and hierarchical authority. 

The first occasions of martyrdom were those in which 
Christians were delivered over to death by Jewish tribu- 
nals. The believers in Christ fled from Jerusalem, but 
they soon found death among the Gentiles; Rome is 
credited with ten periods of persecution before A. D. 
313, when Constantine the Great made Christianity 
the state religion. Martyrdom has existed and is possible 
now only where the prerogatives of the state are em- 
ployed by the church. The exception to that assertion 
has arisen when the church claims civil as well as spir- 
itual jurisdiction. In either case heresy becomes an of- 
fense punishable by death, and the officers of the law 
deal with the “criminal” as if he were a rebel or as a 
danger to the stability of society and salvation. 

To the extent that an organic partnership between the 
ecclesiastical and civil power is now sought, probabil- 
ity of a revival of persecution can be expected. In prin- 
ciple modern culture has reason to fear priests and 
princes when they enter into organic combinations. For 
proof read the epitaphs, ancient and modern. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


aS Chive in The News 


Question for Congregationalists 

Tus is a year in which Protestant churches are re- 
examining some of their fundamental principles. 

The Episcopal conference next month will deal with 
the question of a concordat with the Presbyterian 
Church, involving the question of traditional Episcopal 
doctrine of ordination of the clergy. 

The United Lutheran Church faces consideration, at 
its convention in October, of the doctrine of the Word, 
and of its historic teaching regarding obligations of 
citizens to their governments in war time. 

Delegates of the Congregational and Christian 
Churches at their biennial general council last month 
in Berkeley, Calif., heard the retiring moderator, Dr. 
Oscar Maurer, call into question the central principle of 
congregationalism: 

“Much of our work fails in effectiveness because we 
so generally prefer to do it separately, each in his own 
way, rather than together and with a consciousness of 
solidarity,” said Dr. Maurer. 

“To most of our members Congregationalism means 
Independency. We have over-emphasized the autonomy 
of the local church, and as a result we are a group of 
loosely related units, and not infrequently rather proud 
of it. Theoretically we stand for democracy, but actually 
we have confused democracy with individualism. 

“This is also true within the local church. As indi- 
vidual members we are prone to insist on our personal 
freedom to do as we think best, rather than to accept 
the occasionally restrictive obligations of fellowship.” 

The Congregational and Christian Churches (that 
plural form of the word ‘church’ is carefully stressed) 
are organized in fifty conferences comprising the Gen- 
eral Council. 


Episcopal-Presbyterian Proposal 

THE concordat being discussed as a possible working 
arrangement between the Episcopal and Presbyterian 
churches would provide for communities in which it is 
not advisable to conduct services of both churches. In 
the case of a rural area where there is a decided Pres- 
byterian majority, the Episcopal board of missions might 
decide to close its church and license the local Presby- 
terian pastor to minister to the Episcopalians. 

Thirty-two per cent of the clergy and thirty-five per 
cent of the laymen of the Episcopal Church who re- 
sponded to a recent poll conducted by The Living 
Church registered approval of the proposed concordat. 

The Rev. Charles B. Persell, Jr., writing in The Living 
Church, says that the concordat appears to be “an ar- 
rogant piece of legislation drawn up by city folk for 
the country. General Convention and General Assembly 
can legislate from now until doomsday, but neither 
Presbyterians nor Episcopalians have been used to a 
discipline which herds them about anywhere the shep- 
herd or board of shepherds think they ought to be. 

“A Presbyterian finding himself in a community hav- 
ing no Presbyterian church will go to any of the others 
before he will go to the Episcopal church. If the case is 
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reversed, the Episcopalian might select the Presbyterian 
church, although that is doubtful if there should be a 
Lutheran church in the community.” 

Differences in vestments, liturgy, and observance of 
the Church Year are among obstacles to success of a 
Presbyterian-Episcopal concordat. 


Money Abroad 


Funps for foreign missions are never easily gathered 
and never adequate. But the sum sent abroad by the 
churches for missionary and 
relief work over a period of 
twenty years reaches an im- 
pressive total. 

The Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce recently 
reported on remittances to for- 
eign countries made through 
institutions in the United States 
from 1919 to 1939. 

Protestants sent $600,000,000, 
about half the amount going 
out from this country. Seventy per cent of this went to 
Asiatic countries. Roman Catholic institutions sent only 
about seven per cent of the total, $90,000,000, and about 
two-thirds of this went to Europe. Catholic contribu- 
tions were at their peak in 1926 ($7,000,000), and were 
only $1,500,000 in 1935. 

Jewish organizations provided $149,000,000, used 
largely for relief and resettlement of Jews in Europe 
and the Near East. Non-sectarian organizations pro- 
vided $431,000,000. . 


The Jews 


WE pvon’t want Christian churches for the Jews... 
that is, we shouldn’t plan to establish separate congre- 
gations for Jewish people, as though they must be set 
apart. Jewish missions must be part of the work of 
every Christian congregation in 12,000 cities and towns 
of the United States in which Jews are living. 

So states Dr. J. S. Conning in The Banner of the 

Christian Reformed Church. 
. “The wide distribution of Jews in America makes 
possible an effective ministry to the Jews by every de- 
nomination. Tens of thousands of Christian churches 
have Jews living within their parishes. We can no longer 
think of a ministry to Jews in terms of a mission in the 
ghetto. We must recognize the opportunity to break 
down prejudice and help Jews to an understanding of 
the Christian faith through the local church. 

“An increasing number of pastors are finding Jews 
quite as responsive to an intelligent and friendly ap- 
proach as any other unevangelized elements in a com- 
munity. If every denomination accepted its share of 
responsibility for interpreting Christ to the Jews, and 
if every church having Jewish neighbors manifested to 
them the Christian spirit, the aggregate of service would 
far transcend in influence and extent anything that has 
been attempted since Christ.and His apostles ministered 
to their brethren in Palestine.” 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.tus F. SEEBACH 


The French Government is not to be accused of adver- 
tising Vichy’s most famous product because it has en- 
acted a partial prohibition law. Their latest defense of 
France’s humiliating collapse is that “the demon rum” 
ran away with the morale of the French soldiers. One 
wonders where the officers were with their discipline. 
In their efforts to reform the nation the government has 
especially cut down on the use of aperitifs (appetizers) 
before meals. This excuse for France’s failure is not 
particularly convincing; but drink is a difficult thing to 
control. Even Germany, with its submissive citizenry, 
has been learning that. Within a few days after the gov- 
ernment began its drive for a non-alcoholic “people’s 
drink” a new and stronger brew of beer was put on the 
market. A government order allowed an increase of 
malt content from 9 to 10.3 per cent (near the end of 
the World War it had dropped to 3 per cent). This touch 
of “blitz” was well received by the citizens, and they 
were quite willing to pay the extra pfennig per stein. 
Nevertheless, the anti-alcoholic group in session in Ber- 
lin (August 18) declared their intention to keep up the 
fight for “the program of health supervision of the 
nation.” 


According to Gault MacGowan, a special corre- 
spondent of the New York Sun, military experts in Eng- 
land consider the drive for the conscription of a huge 
army in the United States “unrelated to the require- 
ments of modern war.”’ Armies, they say, depend less 
now on numbers than on “masses mobilized behind the 
battle lines in the munitions factories.” Today, in place 
of the millions raised for Pershing’s two armies, twenty 
technical divisions, copiously supplied with weapons, 
would do a better job. These experts are frankly aston- 
ished at the insistence upon the immediate demand for 
400,000 front-line troops and the much larger requisition 
for supporting troops; but they are more seriously con- 
cerned over our notorious lack of equipment. 


The Statistics of the religious census, taken in 1936, 
have just been published, and they are not of a nature 
to make Christians proud. Though church membership 
has increased in the period recorded (1926-1936), from 
54,576,346 to 55,807,366, it falls well below the nation’s 
inerease of population. In the same period church 
expenditures have dropped from $817,214,528 to 
$518,953,571, and the value of church property from 
$3,839,500,610 to $3,411,875,467. At the same time new 
cults have increased the number of denominations from 
two hundred thirteen to two hundred fifty-six, though 
the number of church buildings has decreased from 
232,154 to 199,302. That is mostly because the extreme 
cults, new and old, are more remarkable for their noise 
than for their size, but the unintelligent public does not 
realize that. In this time Catholic membership increased 
1,309,934 to a present total of 19,914,937; the Jewish 
membership increased 559,942 to a total of 4,641,184; 
Lutherans from 3,965,152 to 4,245,160; the Evangelical- 
Reformed merger from 675,804 to 723,877; Mormons 
from 606,561 to 774,169; Christian Scientists from 202,098 


to 268,915 (it’s remarkable what a submission to figures 
has done to their size; they used to claim millions!) ; 
Seventh Day Adventists from 110,998 to 133,254; the 
Salvation Army from 74,768 to 103,038. On the other 
hand the Baptists decreased from 8,441,030 to 8,262,287; 
Methodists from 8,070,619 to 7,001,637; Presbyterians 
from 2,625,284 to 2,513,653; Episcopalians from 1,859,086 
to 1,735,335; Disciples of Christ from 1,377,595 to 
1,196,315; the Congregational-Christian merger from 
994,491 to 973,388; the Friends from 110,422 to 93,697. 
Who says Christian people do not need a revival? 


The Vatican is working overtime on its political 
fences. For some time it has been in a receptive mood, 
but with no success, toward Soviet Russia, on behalf of 
its Polish believers. In German-occupied Poland the 
Vatican has obtained the limited privilege for its 
churches of one Mass each Sunday (two in Warsaw). 
All churches are allowed to have their doors open, but 
only three hours daily, and the sermons must be in 
German. For this, possibly, and with hopes of other 
privileges and bounties, a conference of Catholic bishops 
of Greater Germany, meeting at Fulda recently (August 
24), prepared a pastoral letter, calling on all German 
Catholics to support Hitler’s “fight for Germany’s free- 
dom.” The letter asks the whole civil population to 
“bear war’s hardships cheerfully, because sacrifices re- 
quired of civilians are slight compared with those of the 
soldiers.” A more hopeful political move by the Vatican 
is being conducted with the Vichy government of 
France. This seeks the removal of France’s anti-cler- 
ical legislation of 1903, which completed the separation 
of church and state and compelled monastic orders to 
leave France. This Vatican action is being fiercely de- 


nounced by Farinacci, one of Mussolini’s most radical” 


aides, through his Cremona daily, Regime Fascista. 
Farinacci thinks the Vatican’s overtures display “Italo- 
phobia,” are unduly friendly to France, and involve 
“the Vatican’s desire for the victory of Great Britain 
over the Axis.” At least the Vatican has achieved an 
encouraging beginning. The Vichy government has 
allowed five white-robed Chartreuse monks to return 
to the monastery from which their order was banished 
thirty-seven years ago; but the monks are not to begin 
their teaching and hospital work for the time being. 
Nothing is said about the distilling of their world-famous 
liquor; but, under the conditions of France’s present 
drink-reform flurry, this is also likely to be restricted. 


Mexico Has entered into an agreement to relieve 
France of her 250,000 Spanish refugees. The conditions 
decided upon make Mexico responsible for all expenses 
from the date of the signed agreement until the refugees 
leave France; Mexico will accept all Spaniards without 
regard to creed or political beliefs; France reserves the 
right to hand over to Spain any common-law criminal 
among its refugees if the Spanish government should 
demand them. Mexico is already negotiating with our 
government to charter ships with which to transport 
the refugees to her shores. 
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Follow Me.. 


A Challenge 
to the Church 
to Teach 
Youth 


By Erwin S. SPEES 


THREE years ago, after re- 
turning from a world tour, 
Dan Poling published a book 
entitled, “Youth Marches!” 
The author placed statistics 
alongside his observations 
from his travels abroad and 
declared: “Youth over the 
world marches at the call of 
persons rather than for pro- 
grams.” 

During Parish Education 
Month we think of the youth 
of our Church. “Youth... 
marches at the call of per- 
sons...” In the catechetical 
class it is the call of the pastor; in the church school, 
Luther League, or other youth organization, it is the call 
of consecrated teachers and leaders. Throughout the 
Church, in every department of its activity, “youth... 
marches at the call of persons...” 

But it is Christ Whom these and all Christian leaders 
are calling our youth to follow. We want them to rally 
around Him, the Person above all persons. In the final 
analysis it is His call that they must hear. And this fact 
should keep all leaders of youth at their task in season 
and out of season. It should be the vision splendid that 
keeps in proper focus all we do. 


“Christ is walking life’s shores again, 
Christ is choosing His fishermen, 
With nets far spread for their hauling. 
Christ looks in at the office door, 
Christ is searching mill and store; 

It’s you! It’s you! He’s calling!” 


And we want our youth to hear that call—and answer 
it! Youth marches, and it should be the burning desire 
of every leader of young people that they march to the 
call of Christ. For it is Christ’s Church, not ours; it is 
His Kingdom, not man’s; it is His cause, and not some 
fabrication of our own ingenuity. 


Home Duties 
However, youth must do more than hear the call of 
Christ. It is necessary for youth to have a living re- 
lationship with Christ. And this living relationship with 
Him Who is the center of our faith must be nourished. 
The Word and the Sacraments must be used; prayer life 
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must be developed; contact 
with growing Christian lives 
must be maintained; Christian 
service must be engaged in; 
in other words, all that which 
will permit “growth in grace.” 

In this connection we dare 
not forget the place of the 
home in this process of Chris- 
tian nurture. For a number 
of years the tendency of the 
home in this respect is to 
abdicate; that is, to leave 
everything pertaining to re- 
ligion to the Church. But the 
home must do its part if 
young people are to walk in 
the way wherein they should 
travel. Without the co-opera- 
tion of the home we cannot 
hope to do all that we should 
to train up a generation of 
young people in the Christian 
faith. 

One of the important fea- 
tures of the work of the Par- 
ish and Church School Board is to provide materials 
that will aid youth in their years of spiritual develop- 
ment. Much has been done already, such as the com- 
pletion of The Christian Life Course. During the past 
few years some excellent materials have been given to 
the Church in the elective courses for young people’s 
groups and classes. And recently The Christian Youth 
Series has been sent out on its mission of helping young 
people to grow Christ-ward. 


One to Another 

But there is something more that youth must do. 
Youth must recruit youth for the cause of Christ. Those 
of us who are acquainted with youth groups outside the 
Church are amazed at the zeal displayed by these young 
people as they seek followers for their cause. And why 
should there not be a consuming zeal on the part of 
Christian youth to reach those outside the faith? If 
young people really hear and march to the call of Christ 
it follows by the very nature of things that they must 
seek others to march with them. 

And this is our challenge and privilege. We are chal- 
lenged to pass on to youth our enthusiasm for the “fields 
white unto the harvest.” In every community there are 
young people outside the influence of the Church, and in 
some communities the size of this unchurched group is 
appalling. It is no use bemoaning the fact that this is 
true. We are challenged to do something about it! The 
pamphlet, “A Promise with a Privilege,” an interpreta- 
tion of the order for confirmation which will be dis- 
tributed during the Regional Youth Rallies, stresses this 
fact in the closing paragraphs: “That I may serve God 
more faithfully ...” And youth can! 
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Stewardship Stressed 


West Virginia Synod and Auxiliaries Hear, Learn, 
and Renew Zeal 


By Dr. A. B. Leamer 


Tue Synod of West Virginia, with its auxiliaries, met 
at Jackson’s Mill August 25-29 with an attendance equal 
to any convention held on those historic grounds. The 
spirit was there and the programs were of the best 
throughout. The matter stressed was “Evangelism,” or 
better yet, “Stewardship,” since that word expresses in 
fuller measure the plan and purpose as well as the priv- 
ilege of every Christian. 

Our visitors and counselors were for the synod, W. H. 
Greever, D.D., LL.D., who every morning brought a 
study of the Causes of our Church; Miss Laura E. 
Gilliland, missionary, was the adviser for the Women’s 
Missionary Society; and the Revs. William J. Ducker 
and Harold H. Lentz gave thoughtful help to the youth 
of the Church. It was a pleasure and a blessing to have 
these interested workers with us and we do appreciate 
their helpful contributions, which were educational and 
inspirational. 

Men to Increase Service 

The Brotherhood had one of its best conferences 
August 21, afternoon and evening; Dr. W. H. Greever 
speaking at the Vesper hour. It seems to be the spoken 
determination of the men of the Church that they are 
going to give a real service and do much more than have 
an annual visitation for funds. They gave expression 
to the worthwhileness of the men of the Church and 
seem to feel the injunction of Paul to the Philippian 
men to “help these women, for they labored with me in 
the gospel.” It isn’t anything new, then, for the women 
to lead on in the work of the Kingdom! Men of Christ 
arise! 

An outstanding pleasure in these conventions is the 
fellowship that brings into the acquaintanceship of all 
those who are leaders in the local congregations. We 
learn to know the pastors, the men and the women of 
the Church and the young folks. It should develop a 
fine leadership for the future and we are finding people 
who have parts worth cultivating and using. It is with 
this in mind that we persist in this form of convention 
and are now seeing some very excellent results along 
that line. 

Synodical Officers 

The new officers of synod are: President, the Rev. 
W. M. Erhard; secretary, the Rev. E. F. K. Roof; treas- 
urer, Mr. C. A. Pilson. These, with A. B. Leamer, D.D., 
and Mr. Julius Renninger, constitute the Executive 
Committee. 

The delegates to the convention at Omaha are the 
Rev. W. M. Erhard and the Rev. W. Roy Hashinger, Mr. 
O. H. Lindow and Mr. C. A. Pilson. The Brotherhood 
delegates are Mr. E. F. Joachim and Mr. Glenn Edgar. 
The next meeting will be held at the same place. 

One of the outstanding parts of our synod’s program 
is the use of the Service of the Church. For several 
years, Mr. B. F. Becker led the people in an under- 
standing and appreciation of it and now Mrs. A. W. Holz 
is in charge of that work. This annual demonstration 
of the beauty, the value and the inspiration of our great 
devotional service is causing more of our congregations 
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to appreciate it and use it in its entirety. One of the 
congregations has learned to chant the Introits and 
Graduals. This adds greatly to our worship, and we 
would commend it to all of our choirs throughout the 
Church, The people like it and enter into its spirit. 

Play is also a part of our program. The camp lends 
itself to this as it is fully equipped for a recreational 
program. Swimming pool, with guards who teach one 
how to swim, tennis courts, volley ball courts, archery 
field, baseball diamond, hiking, arts and crafts shops, a 
delightful campfire bow] and buildings that contain very 
valuable exhibits of other days. All these things are 
educational and add helpful thought to those who will 
learn of nature and its ways and the improving abilities 
of man in making useful the things that God has hidden 
from us that we might discover them, as the child dis- 
covers his new toy, and use them for our pleasure, sat- 
isfaction and comfort. The Lord has many ways of 
teaching if we will be alert learners. 


Greater Effort at Home 

The women and the young people are active, and 
their programs indicate their determination to win for 
active service in the congregations those of their groups, 
and excellent things have been done by them. Their 
educational programs are excellent, and they are begin- 
ning now to feel the need of greater effort at home both 
in interesting the women and youth who are in the 
membership of the Church and really to go out into the 
community and endeavor to make disciples of their 
neighbors. This is the beginning of proper functioning 
as a missionary organization, and unless this is the start- 
ing objective of these groups, they might as well cease 
to exist. Missions afar can and will thrive only in pro- 
portion to mission activity near at hand. As my old 
friend Dr. Yarger would say, “If one cannot love the 
little darkey whom he sees, how can he love the little 
darkey whom he hath not seen?” 

So the twenty-eighth convention came to a close with 
a very helpful, and we believe valuable, hour conducted 
by the Committee on Stewardship. It was an effort to 
establish the main theme of the convention in the minds 
and hearts of those present that they might go back 
fully resolved to follow the good plan of the Laymen’s 
Movement and strive to do at least the minimum re- 
quested by the Church in its effort to carry out Christ’s 
final charge to His followers. 


ON ENTERING COLLEGE 
By John D. M. Brown, Litt.D., Muhlenberg College 


From town and farm our sons and daughters go 
To travel through strange realms of thought, alone, 
In quest of learning on her lofty throne. 

Of all the paths that lead them to and fro, 
Which road to follow on they hardly know; 

Of all the many trumpets loudly blown, 

They scarce can tell which summons is the tone 
To guide them in their journey here below. 

In this great pilgrimage to learning’s shrine 
These modern pilgrims need a voice to call 
Them forth to serve their God and fellowmen. 
Blessed are they who hear the Voice divine 
Sounding forever in their ears o’er all 

The campus tumult and the words of men. 
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“A TREE is never stronger than the roots that nourish 
it.” It was a tree specialist who volunteered this expla- 
nation as I was watching him preparing a fair-sized elm 
to be transplanted—sort of an engineer’s job. After 
digging a ditch in a wide circle about the tree, cutting 
through much rootage, the man began to thin out the 
branches. “In proportion to the loss of the roots,” he 
hinted, “if the tree is to survive, its top has to be held 
in check.” 

Observing the progress of the operation, I began to 
muse. The elm tree seemed to disappear. In its stead I 
saw the Church—our Church. Christian men and women 
gathered in congregations are the roots that spread 
throughout the land, each one a vital part. Out of them 
comes the trunk of synodical strength and unity, form- 
ing into branches that bear the fruit of organized, ap- 
plied Christianity. No church can be stronger than the 
roots that nourish it. If these suffer damage, the 
branches must be held in check. 

As a nation and as a church our roots have felt the 
ax. No longer can we plant a church as of yore when 
the membership could be 100 per cent immigrant. That 
root is severed. Our only remaining channels, feeding 
the church with a net increase in self-perpetuating mem- 
bership, lie normally in the rural districts. Partly we 
have overlooked that fact. We have taken delight in 
watching for branches, foliage and fruit, but have for- 
gotten the feeders that are hungry for nurture. Today 
the roots that remain show distinct signs of suffering. 
Runner after runner is shriveling up or is torn from its 
stronger brother, until the situation has become alarm- 
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ing to those who know the potential strength of the un- 
seen, voiceless tributary parishes in the countryside. 

Today’s world places new responsibilities upon our 
shoulders. No question exists but that we must do our 
share in defending the ground gained for Christ and His 
church by fellow-Lutherans elsewhere. These are the 
good fruits expected of a good tree. 

However, we must have equally grave concern for 
the sources from which the strength must ultimately 
come. Our city church as such is today the giant that 
bears the brunt in weathering the storm. Seventy per 
cent of all our mem- 
bers belong there, and 
78.3 per cent of our 
Church’s total expen- 
ditures are underwrit- 
ten and paid by them. 
Both figures present an 
increased percentage 
over previous reports, 
though only 45.7 per. 
cent of all U. L. C. A. 
altars are within city 
limits. It must be sur- 
mised—and indications point strongly in that direction— 
that some day the city church will become conscious of 
that limitation which the available tools, men and 
money, place upon the best of good intentions. 

As certain conclusions can only be verified by com- 
parisons, let us look at the trends within our Church 
in the light of figures from other communions according 
to the United States Religious Census. (See tabulation 
on page 9.) 

Neglect at the Cradle 

A mere glance at the figures shows the marked decline 
of the United Lutheran Church in America in the rural - 
field as compared with the other groups. The sight of 
these figures may perhaps cause our blood to pulsate a 
little quicker. We may be ready with pet alibis for the 
disparity; but the fact cannot be argued away that, 
for better or for worse, we are losing our rural mem- 
bership. Thereby heavy inroads have been made upon 
the sources of our manpower as revealed in the 4.3 per 
cent loss of children of thirteen years and under during 
the census decade. Brought in relation to the present 
1,645,000 baptized U. L. C. A. membership, it means a 
loss to us of over 70,000 children of the Church—quite a 
loss. Even if for the moment we make allowance for 
the falling birth rate, the drastic divergence from 
the figures in other communions is still too great for 
comfort. 

In the search for causes, the one definitely related, 
historically established condition is a denomination’s 
attitude toward specific rural work; that is, work at the 
cradle of tomorrow’s young America. As a Church we 
have so far evaded this issue—and have done it quite 
successfully. Roman Catholics, on the other hand, have 
developed an intensive rural life program which credits 
them with no loss whatsoever among the children. Their 
0.8 per cent census drop among children of thirteen and 
under is no loss at all, but a relative gain of 3.2 per 
cent in view of the fact that the nation’s birth rate during 
the same period fell 4 per cent. The same holds true in 
proportion with the 3.3 per cent census loss of all other 
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Lutherans, registering actually a gain of 0.7 per cent in 
the children’s group. 

Among these other Lutheran bodies, the predominant 
rural membership may be considered as exerting suf- 
ficient influence and therefore maintaining a more favor- 
able record, even to the point of improving rural ex- 
penditures to the amount of $175,000 a year. Our annual 
reduction of 1.7 per cent may seem insignificant; but 
translated into real money it means $244,000 which was 
no longer available for the country churches. This is a 
big shortage of money. 

Speaking more specifically, and considering that pas- 
tors’ salaries represent a major item in rural expenses, 
we find that the U. L. C. A. devotes but 29.9 per cent 
of all ministerial compensations to the rural parish. All 
other Lutherans combined average 54.6 per cent for the 
same purpose. Roman Catholics report 42.9 per cent for 
support of rural pastors. 

Regarding local improvements, our rural section 
shares only 27.9 per cent of the total cost. Other rural 
Lutherans credit themselves with 45.9 per cent of all 
expenses for improving church property. Stretched 
over the tens of millions involved, these differences can- 
not be brushed aside as immaterial in the search for 
nurture that the roots of our beloved Church need. 


What Are the Local Results? 


And now, how does this situation work out locally? 
Only samples can be cited. Let us look at synods “A,” 
“B” and “C.” Further identification is not needed. 

Synod “A,” working chiefly in virgin rural mission- 
ary territory, enjoyed at the turn of the century a birth 
rate (number of child baptisms) which was quite re- 
markable. There were 102 child baptisms for every 
1,000 of the total membership; or about four times the 
general birth rate. The growth of that synod during the 
next ten years was rather astonishing. Then came a 
sudden leveling off. Why? Because during crucial years 
the Church’s leadership failed to water these new roots, 
allowing them to shrink and dry up. Special needs were 
not sufficiently noted. As we look over that synod’s 
balance sheet today we find that not less than 150 con- 
gregations, many of them promising saplings in their 
day, did not survive. It was not lack of Lutheran pop- 
ulation that killed them, but the absence of “long-range 
statesmanlike generalship.” The roots were neglected 
and so the tree suffered. 


(Continued on page 19) 
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A Ten-year Pastorate 


Dr. Carl C. Rasmussen’s Ministry at Luther Place 
Memorial Church, Washington, D. C., Appraised 
on the Basis of Faith and Works 


By Arthur P. Black 


Sunpay, August 25, 1940, was a red letter day in the 
history of Luther Place Memorial Church, Washington, 
D. C., in more ways than one. It marked the official 
close of the ten years’ fruitful pastorate of Carl C. 
Rasmussen, D.D. It was the day set for him to preach 
his farewell sermon. It was the first day for the con- 
gregation to worship in its renovated and newly deco- 
rated auditorium. Any one of these three special events 
marks a big day in the life of any congregation. But 
when all three fall on the same day, the occasion takes 
on unusual significance. 

It was even more of a red letter day for Dr. Rasmussen 
and his family, as it not only marked the end of his 
official relations with Luther Place Church, but his leav- 
ing the pastorate after twenty-five years’ active service. 
(And those last two words need to be heavily under- 
scored.) 

Dr. Rasmussen leaves the pastorate to accept the call 
to be professor of Systematic Theology in our Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg. He will be in- 
stalled in his new position Wednesday, September 25, 
in connection with the inauguration of Dr. Abdel Ross 
Wentz as president, and the laying of the cornerstone 
of the new chapel. So, officially speaking, Dr. Rasmussen 
ceases to be a regular preacher that he may become a 
regular teacher. But in reality he will continue to be 
both. Not every pastor can preach and teach equally 
well. Dr. Rasmussen can! 


A Background With a Challenge 

Dr. Rasmussen became pastor of Luther Place Church 
in June 1930, just when the economic depression was 
beginning to make itself felt in church circles. Luther 
Place had been suffering from the spirit of defeatism 
since before the financial crash in 1929. Its membership 
had dwindled to 285. Attendance at the regular church 
services had been steadily falling off. Interest in church 
work, even locally, was at ebb tide. And as to the work 
of the Maryland Synod and the United Lutheran Church 
in America the general attitude was that of “nothing 

(Continued on page 28) 
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Among Ourselves 


Collector's Luck 


COLLECTING is once more fashionable. What-nots and 
curio cabinets which one generation discarded have been 
brought back by another. 

Some of my friends have become expert in identifying 
and appraising antiques. One has some delightful old 
glass. Another has furnished her home charmingly and 
inexpensively because her husband is able to guess at 
rare old woods beneath disfiguring layers of paint. 

Even I, who pride myself on reducing my house- 
keeping hazards to a minimum, have fallen heir to a 
Victorian “medicine cabinet.” Its history made me 
promise to give it house-room, even before I saw it. 
After I saw it, I was glad to have it for its own quaint 
beauty. Little by little, I am filling it with oddities of 
one sort or another. A carved and painted wooden plate 
from Norway, an alabaster elephant from India, a mini- 
ature pair of boots from Labrador, a replica of a 6,000- 
year-old clay tablet—these and other things are finding 
their place in my cabinet. Each of them tells a story. 

When I look at them the air is full of “things unseen.” 
All about me is my real collection. What an assortment 
it is! And it is always growing. 

Many people who don’t care for antiques have this 
sort of collection—often quite without realizing it. It may 
be started with the simplest of equipment. All you need 
is a pair of eyes and an open heart. One person gives 
you a bit of his straightforward honesty, another a 
glimpse of bravery minus heroics. To name their gifts 
sounds like lining up the cast of an old-fashioned pageant 
with all the virtues taking part. But to the personality 
collector, those virtues are not stiff-moving figures on a 
badly lighted stage. They are living, breathing people, 
and in a certain sense, they are his. 

Perhaps you have a collection without knowing it. 
This is a good time to look it over and start adding to it. 
Like all hobbies, personality collecting will grow on you. 
Soon you will find yourself richer than the owner of 
the rarest antiques. And life will be much more fun. 


The Battle Is Still On 


IT 1s on again—the battle of the sexes. 

Of course, it never has been over, but it seemed to 
me a sort of armistice had set in. The dominant man- 
hating female and the scoffing, over-bearing male are no 
longer much in evidence. I had begun to think the end 
was in sight, when men and women, recognizing each 
other’s talents, could work together. I was wrong. 

A woman novelist declares that the mothers of the 
world—and only the mothers of the world—can bring 
about a new order of peace and harmony. Woman’s 
problems of home-making and child-raising are the same 
the world over. It is natural that women should feel a 
closer bond than men. Soon the women of the world 
must rebel against these man-made wars. We have 
endured them long enough. 

At the same time I read Roy Hilton’s article in the 
September Harpers entitled, “The Inner Threat: Our 
Own Softness, The Penalties of Feminization.” He says 
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that our civilization has become the victim of the fem- 
inine ideals of comfort and security. “For twenty-five 
years the feminine influence on western life has mounted 
into a dominance over every area but that of politics, 
and even there its power is absolute as to the direction 
of our purposes.” The masculine traits of aggressive- 
ness and the will to power are vanishing. Our children 
are being raised to idleness and luxury. “For our nation 
to be safe from any quarter, and strongly bred to stand 
up against any wind of fate our over solicitous ma- 
terialism to our children must end.” The article is stim- 
ulating and every woman should read it, however much 
she may resent some of it. 

The battle is on. As is often the case, I find myself 
in a sort of “no man’s land.” I can’t take up the cudgels 
for both sides or even against both sides, so here I sit 
between the two. 

Somehow this talk of one sex being superior to the 
other seems rather futile. The One to Whom we look 
as the dignifier of womanhood had many women among 
His followers, yet He called no one to comfort and 
security, as the world defines those terms. Christianity 
is the way of suffering and hardship, but its goal is the 
Kingdom of God. If men and women have stepped from 
that path and lost sight of their destination, they have 
done it together. Or is Adam still saying, “The woman 
tempted me and I did eat,” while Eve pretends she had 
nothing to do with it? 


Hitting the Nail - - 
But Not on the Head 


TuIs matter of red-tipped fingers is always coming up. 
Just when I think I am making progress in showing a 
man that if I cannot think as deeply as he does, I can 
at least follow his reasoning, I am asked to justify this 
business of women’s nails. 

The newest shades are called “Rumpus” and “Riot.” 
How can men do anything but laugh at a woman who 
deliberately gets either a rumpus or a riot on her hands? 

However, I have met one man who admits the fashion 
may serve a practical purpose. Since it is not decora- 
tive, he supposes it must be practical. 

“T wonder,” he said, “whether it might be that the 
delicatessen has deprived many modern women of their 
natural weapon, the potato masher, and they have de- 
veloped the claw-like finger nail as a defense measure? 
Could it be one of these adaptations to environment 
science tells about?” 

There is of course, no moral issue involved in coating 
the nails with any color under the sun. The only ques- 
tion in my mind is how a woman with worth-while in- 
terests can find so much time to spend on her fingers. 
She must literally have “time on her hands.” 

I may misjudge her. Perhaps she gets the same re- 
freshment from her hobby that others get from stamp- 
collecting or embroidery. Perhaps as she gently wipes 
away the old polish, the cares of the world are also wiped 
away. Perhaps as she concentrates on the application 
of a new shade, her mind is renewed at the same time. 

Perhaps—but I doubt it. 
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Mrs. Lathrop Ponders on What’s Ahead 


Our Brotherhood is having its Father and Son Ban- 
quet tonight. The Ladies’ Aid is serving a chicken din- 
ner. The social room is decorated beyond recognition. 
There will be speeches and singing, balloon throwing and 
movies. 

All day the church kitchen has been a regular bee- 
hive. Women rushing in and out, running over to use 
our telephone, dashing home to prepare their children’s 
lunches and hurrying back again. 

Joan and Mark swallowed their lunches whole in 
order to have time to peer in the kitchen windows 
before going back to school. 

For the last month Jerry has been devoting a tremen- 
dous amount of his precious time to the banquet. The 
men are all enthusiasm, but as usual, more details than 
necessary are tossed back in the minister’s lap. The 
only person who seems to care is the minister’s wife, 
so I bite my tongue. 

Now the feast is in full swing. Jerry and Mark are 
doubtless filling themselves with chicken. Ruth and | 
have had a pick-up supper in the breakfast-nook and 
she has gone to play at Betty’s, leaving me alone. 

The sound of male voices drifts across the parsonage 
lawn. Two hundred men and boys having a good time 
can make a lot of noise. At this distance it sounds like 
music. I begin to describe it in musical terms, then 
laugh at myself for a sentimental idiot. 

It is this talk about conscription that has upset me, 
and made me wonder what is ahead of our own men and 
boys—ahead of all of us. Is it possible that we can be 
drawn into the whirlpool that is sucking in the con- 
tinents, one by one? The other day I was talking with 
Mrs. Benson, the president of our Ladies’ Aid. She’s 
an intelligent, level-headed woman of forty or there- 
abouts—not at all the sort of person to indulge in 
rhetorical imaginings. She couldn’t have described my 
own feeling better if she’d peered through a hole in my 
skull. 

“I feel,” she said, “as if I had had a bad dream, 
wakened with relief to find it was all over, then dropped 
back to sleep and found the whole thing starting over 
again. I have a constricted sensation that begins around 
my diaphragm and extends to my arms and legs, even 
to my fingers and toes when the news is too upsetting. 
I want to scream, “It can’t be so. It happened once, but 
that is over now. I can’t dream it again. I won’t.” 

For Mrs. Benson, that was quite an outburst, but to 
the point. I have the same sensation of reliving a hor- 
rible experience—this time quite hopelessly. In the last 
war Americans felt a sort of dedication to a great cause. 
We were crusaders in modern dress. A war to end war 
was worth the cost. 

Again we are being led into the same sort of situation. 
Jerry said the other day he reminded himself of the 
time-honored story about having some ham and eggs, if 
he had some ham, if he had some eggs. If he weren’t a 
Lutheran who believed in the separation of church and 
state, and if he hadn’t read “Preachers Present Arms,” 
he might be tempted to preach about the moral issues 
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of the war, if he could forget the defeat of Woodrow 
Wilson, first at the hands of Lloyd-George and Clem- 
enceau, and then by our own Congress. 

As I listen to the sounds across the lawn, my thoughts 
run on. If we give our young men to form a defensive 
wall around our land, can they depend on us to be 
forming a Christian nation behind them? When Jesus 
said, in His mild way, “Love your enemies,” He wasn’t 
talking in poetic phrases. He was laying down the law. 
Are the nations going to listen when this peace is made? 
Or will they want Mark some day? In twenty years he 
will be twenty-nine, a very useful age in wartime. 

Such revery is neither pleasant nor profitable, I sup- 
pose, but I can’t help asking now and then, “Where do 
we go from here, boys?” And I haven’t any answer. 
The pacifists and the militarists, or whatever you call 
the people who are sure we ought to get right in as soon 
as we can get ready and stop this thing right now, are 
both lucky. They know where we ought to go. I don’t. 

S. J. R. 


Does It Have to Be That Way? 


Tue other day I read an article informing me that the 
best way to increase my brain power was to look at 
familiar objects such as doorknobs or radiators and ask 
the question, “Does it have to be that way. Could I 
make it better?” 

Whether my brain power is growing I cannot tell, but 
T am having a lot of fun. You should try it. 

You must not be discouraged if your first answers 
seem rather silly. As you go on to examine other objects, 
you may find that you have “got something.” Perhaps 
your discovery will revolutionize modern industry. Per- 
haps not. Whether you make a startling discovery or 
not, it is a fascinating sort of solitaire. 

Try it on your furniture. What is its purpose? What 
does it do? Could you imagine a better way to do it? 

Look at your work. What do you do? Why? Is there 
a better way to do it? 

While you are at it, look at yourself. Ask yourself 
whether you are fulfilling the purpose for which you 
were created. Do you have to be as you are, or could 
you be improved? 


Naughty 
Nora’s 


Nonsense 


Some folks keep up an end- 
less chatter. 

What they talk of, doesn’t 
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HE Publicity Committee of the United Lu- 
| Eee Church in America, assisted by 
twenty-six clippers in twenty-five United 
States cities (and one in Canada), has completed 
a three months’ survey of religion in the news of 
fifty-six leading American dailies. Into twenty 
large, substantially-bound scrapbooks, now on 
display in the New York office of the committee’s con- 
vener, Dr. Walton Harlowe Greever, secretary of the 
Church, the surveyors have painstakingly pasted their 
hundreds of clippings. Practically all the church and 
synagogue news items, accompanying pictures, and edi- 
torials which appeared in the sur- 
veyed papers during February, 
March, and April are included in these 
impressive collections. 
The committee’s purposes in mak- 
ing this survey have been numerous. 


A Level-eyed Look at the 
Place Which Religion 
Has in 56 American 


[S DISTRIBUTED /N 
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eantry, personages, and public relations makes a lot of 
colorful news. 


Under-estimate of Religion 
The place of religion in the American press of 1940 
is another interest of our Church’s 
publicity planners. Are these news- 
papers consistently and effectively 
featuring religious news as they do 
sports, society, financial, amusement, 
or radio news?” Hundreds of clip- 


For example, it has sought trust- Newspapers pings give a negative answer to each 
worthy data on the distribution of agg a oe Bes SURVEY of these questions. Out of a potential 


newspaper space among the leading 
communions. Charges, based on gen- 
eral impressions, have often been 
made that one or the other church 
body gets publicity which in volume, 
page prominence, and frequency of 
appearance goes far beyond its 
deserts. Whisperings about sinister influences, “pull,” 
and threatened withdrawals of advertising or canceling 
of subscriptions sometimes accompany these charges. 

Instances of the exerting of such pressure can doubt- 
less be found, but there is little comfort in this survey 
for those who are sure that unfair editorial or man- 
agerial practices bar well-handled, significant news from 
getting the breaks it merits. Disproportions result not 
se much from bribery, threats, bossism, and “influence” 
as they do from amateurish reporting, lack of adequate 
channels and contacts, and a poor sense of the relevance 
of religious news at the copyreader’s desk, or from 
“tight” editions. The tabulation on page 14 shows our 
newspapers to be responsive to the strength of the sev- 
eral denominations in the community. 

The uniformly large amount of space secured by the 
Roman Church as compared to any one Protestant 
church (Protestantism as a whole outpoints Romanist 
news two to one) reveals the skill and alertness of its 
news-gathering agencies and shows that they aggres- 
sively establish and carefully maintain the proper con- 
tacts. But this favorable result comes also out of the 
very nature of that church’s life. Its emphasis on pag- 
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21,008,064 column inches in seventy- 
seven weekday issues of fifty-six top- 
flight papers, the survey shows 149,226 
inches assigned to church news. That 
means that about seven-tenths of one 
per cent of the total surveyed news 
space carried stories or pictures on 
religion. Now when one remembers that the church is 
the oldest social institution actively serving in our midst, 
that it survived more and more kinds of tests than any 
institution; when the size (almost 56,000,000 in the 
U. S. A.) and quality of its membership are considered, 
and the colossal material investment which the church 
has made and is making in this continent are held in | 
mind—to say nothing of the moral undergirding of all 
society which the religious forces supply seven-tenths 
of one per cent may not be called adequate news cover- 
age. Nor are we forgetting that the church news per- 
centage would be much higher if it were determined on 
the basis of column inches available for news, exclusive 
of commercial advertising. 

But that is beside the point. We have wanted to learn 
what kind of a competitor religious news is even for 
display ads. And, of course, it has not been forgotten 
that the papers examined are mainly metropolitan 
dailies. The space available for religion may be said to 
decrease in proportion as the circulation of papers in- 
creases. The little county weekly could hardly hold to- 
gether without church news. New York City’s smart 
(Continued on page 15) 
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United Lutheran Church in America Publicity Committee said: 
“Lets look at the record!” 
This is what they found 


Christian Science, United Brethren, Evangelical, General. 
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EACH COMPLETE SYMBOL REPRESENTS 3% 


% Includes Disciples of Christ, Reformed, Mennonites 


THE LUTHERAN 


14 


‘sraqjo [Te pue ‘a}ruouUIa], ‘qeoljesueAg ‘UsIyjeIg po}tuf) ‘paviioyey ‘URTISIIYD 10 seTdiosiq ‘soueINg ueTysaYyD ‘Teleuexs) SepnypoIuT ,,S194}O IIV,, « 


—00T. 67 : 90°12 ; 0S’? T3892 6LL OL'6 698 FOL gcc Prrrrrirritrrr ri seyouy jo Iequinny Te1OL jo aseyueoIeg 
92Z‘6FL SZ ELEP OS'6LEOP SLTIL'9 z°900'°0F OS'S29°TT ELPPL SLECZI SeZEIs‘OT Sz 0's srresrrsesecennarnnanarasrrcerrcenssnrss STSTEASMAN 9G ‘SOTTO 92 ‘SeVeIS LI ‘S[EIOL 
OLS‘? 88 Tevt —- SOT O&L'T ica SEZ 867 81Z Th = S2T'82T " JeurjyuEg ” 
60h LT post =—-&F Se6T LET 891 08h Ove 2 —-Sa8'ehe ~ Jeummor » 
¢g9 T eapensnd gC), 69S ZL 69 OLT 6Z gs 18212 4sog surueaq dayne aeeee weenenee seeeeneee UTSUOOSI 
GZ &h9 Geest SL TST 6T GL'EZ ¢1'88 €8 cL'6 VOL VOLEGS eee a ae uewse}e}S ” 
Z0L TZ T6T. 0ST? 0¢°88 0° OF 0CT eas Fix OS0zt 6896 eunqiay, ATreq 7 
PSLT G)'06Z 0S’ $22 Gz'Ss 02Z Ga eGz 0S'°60¢ C)'2v ecg 9GZ‘LT Prerrerrrer rrr rt i rt ueoleurny"""" seeeeeeeee uljsny Prrerrre ttre . sexo, 
9S Z as 8T 9T 86 9gT 61 61 98 zrs'es [euTyUag-sMaN » 
FAS c 9ZT ZL CL LL PIL 22 €Z OST S6r‘0s oo Teusnoc” wee eneeneee aT] TAxXouy” seeeeee Seer eeeeeneeee dassouuay, 
ze Seog og 6TS LIT = OG'LET ose ogt9g S1g9Es OLE OF BGO serv 96a a ee ge a ee oe aqe1S 
LPVT neeeeeee Gz'98T os'e9 GZ 2L GL'89T GZ ZPZ L1Z 0S OLT 0s‘9z¢ €ZT' 0g PPrrrreerrrrTerrri tir i trite piosey™ weet eeeee erquinjog” eeeeeneeeee eurjo1ed yynog 
ossos’g 0S'866, Ost OGZSTT og STs 192 LLT LV Sli ee Glaschee as ~~ ydersapey-UNs » 
0S'626'S cst‘ HET. Gc9 86 C21 68% 18 OS9L €27‘902 ~ * sseid 
0S'E26'T T¥6 1? 60S 82I 0S OST 6L 9 69  8szPr‘6TZ © ayjezen-ysog""""- YBINGSHId ¥ 
05060 os00r 0S09 0S'6r% ee 0S L6z ~=—s«OS' 802 002 Ol te, GCG PSeute uae 2) ana Jean buy » 
GL9T8 GL'Z0E T 0S°0ST LV 0S CLT 07 0S'07 OGLS  9gs‘s9T “” JaspeT Surueaq 
VSP OSCrE A 4 aes 26 02 rae gs 8S OSTS SLO‘Orr ~ uljey[ng surmeaq™” erqdjeperyd = 
26S'°% $6 080'T 82 c9T 802 6&2 £92 TOT GG < S68 6S es ydeis9]9L ” 
192 LOT L60'T 1Z 68 POE €lp C8P 621 ZOL ece'T9 des ee rene eenenenereneenense erases eeeeee yorrjyeg 
9682 OLE T20T 8 SIT Tes T9E SLE 82r 96'S. COU'CR aia ees sMoN Sutueag"" Bangsaey--eTueATAsuUad 
ososrt osor  os'9se os'99 902 OS L9T TIE 0S LE ossz  —- S9T‘9S Teumor 2421S OTYO ” 
osz7Te ogee  OS'T98  OS'T6 Tl2 OSP8E 09096 O0S'h82 OF, OGC6) =< TGS COL me gene yoyedsiq Surueag - 
698'2 GZt_ (OS BEF. sel oszre  os09s  O0SS6r  0S°0r TOT 029 g9c7‘88 * ueZt}ID" snquinjo) - 
ezvize~  Sc08  SLSTOT 192 OST89 OS@PT  SGLTEE  OF96T S266 GLZIT L96'V2e * “ ssold » i 
808°E 00 S7S06 Sere SZ90ET  Se9rT £02 SL'86 cT2@ GS¢98t T60‘Eze Jayeoq: Weg" puvpesatgn en OFEO 
c9z eeeeeene ps eeeneeeeee I CP 8S ZS v 9¢ CI6? we eececenecneees ‘ Serrrree treet tr Fy uNqIL],” . pzoou0D 
PLS PLS CL acs 57 OL OTL 9§ vz che av 6796'S, Perrrrrrerrrrrrrrr trite I2AIBSqQ" ” ayorreyogu* teens eurporeg yMON 
a ‘ c1e'9 9L 0S’ S16‘Z 6&2 0S'00L'T 0S°102 Iz 0S SIP 88s 61Z F79'S6 seneee a[seq udTyoorg sutueaq"" uAyTyoorg mi x 
OSPPIT  Os'eTT 607 $= s«os'8h9—s«OGOOT)~=—Ss«éOS' EB 0S°98 OS08T  OSPT  98G°¢TP “ Wress9[9L-PLOM SuTUOAT » » 
cycor'e SLP9  St88h SLTIT SZOLoT sre OS80T OG TIT OSSSEL YT LOCTE — “LOS S6te eae ung suTueAg ” = 
0s T09 pores v9 I 3=—s-:« OG'9LE g 0S' FT 6 0ST v CZO CCC ate tiae su ale ysog SurusAq ” 9 
osy'2 OS L9P Os T87 zee = Os'60Z'T = OS'9S 0°62 rae 0g'9¢2 ST LOP‘609 “UeolIeury-[euInor SuruSAg 9 9 
os'00¢'s OL OS PST'T oggse  O0S'EL9'T Tép = «OS LHE_——«OS" 882 £08 OLY LIC Riya see sou, SUUIOI ls ” 
199 SLPL SuserT syoss § se9g9s'e scesé 8 =6osose = os eS oc6cé6 ss GL'POT «= S8L°9PE “ -OUNGIZL-pleteH] Sururoy"""" ATOR MON a 
T¥8 Tr8 eed 891 6S Tes 8h OPT g9 Ze 8 STPT0e © sMoN Sutueaqe oreyng ae 
TE8‘¢ €62'2 ST LV TE cv6 19% 6ZE 00T G8Z tL LLG er * uoTUyn-seuL %» 
ae gEc‘e 19 619 vel c86 Tes SLS ard 068 90g OggTTS “°° SON Jespoedaaior es we Aueqry “" $IOK MON 
GLSéz'9 —- SL'SE2'9 9T Os y9F'T use oS'080°% ~=—« OS SET 9S 656 OLE SeLsh 98°22 yoyedstq uospny Ay uoruy i » 
gvese'p § = Sees 7 669 Gly «OS PEO'T zp 420 GL'L6E = 0809 Ziv = sos p9%Ss« ‘6S jeumor Aasrep™"""" AyD Aasroe yo ep 
S¢g0T's _ $z'80T'8 : ceSIVT 0s°298 grs'z 0S9S9  szE9g Os'8Zz0T S2°E6s chp aeL'9g “ qaagasqQ Aesrepe"""""" USHOq0H » ” 
0S'68h'T eS) 9 OS'ZLT 28 LZ OS'6TT el LL = 969°79 so q-JeTIno) uepured Aasiep MeN 
GL08L oszs Se9LT os'r2 68 SI 0S’ Tr 0S'0r TZ OOZES NSIP COT era race an SOUE-TBS le 
8s g 681 8 6S &P rag Li 9F Te = LLO'bee yoyedsiq-3s0d soy IS" sa ae * EMmosstl 
Riggs 6LE 801 08 6&1 rags 6hT cst CQ Se CGe ass tae oie soul, 2» 
9er‘e Ceé6 8r8 LIL 6ES T0z 00 Z6L OTZ v6 P87 eck PPPTTTTT TTT SMON | Sete" eee care 
rasa ‘43 28 201 €80°T P9E 092 gz che SG. WO D6S a ie cr ee ssarg e017 Wore yaa uestyoral 
al a aca The 06 PS 8 LIT 89T Ad tI «= PE9‘O9T ung SulueAq pees 
Tee 6T 88 66 0S0'T 60T jad Lg G92 €@ = PPO'RPT ung Ssurazoyy"" erowneg " puepérey 
cogg. 0 7" SOG Be 86 €00°T T66 088 9F PS8 Pees ~~ AWD 2989 FRAO ic ee, ee  BMOT 
c66'T TS QLL T6 29e «OS THT os's6z OS '€6 0S°g6T 16 = STH'L8 ~ sowtL, . 
191% &P 678 00T 81Z v9 ice OG cis 00 SP BSI DARRCE ae ea Tes = 
0S'STF‘Z 88  0S'6r6 62 cre LT osc9g = OS TZT_—Sss«COS'ZST~—s«OSS' IGT. ee amen _ SOdeuEIpyy — "  euerpul 
gIz‘z gIZ'2 cg LLO Prerirey 162 292 ZOL 682 60T Lez ecccccccccecccccccccccssessovsceeneses aunqriLy, oseoryg STOUT] 
CTSTLOL ostecs : czgso | Sz9Sz )—(OS'9FHT = S188 cLezq 0S'68 GZTLy = SZ'L6 < plereH-souLL » 
eeeewereneeeee EgPr‘s 9g 0S'8Z0'T H22 GL LETZ 21g 9cG GL'E9Z CZ'68S CLGes . Preeti sO — ? ES 
Seo) -SL806 TL psh SLIT os'2s8 ey SLO9T S226 cyeoz  Sc6rv 29 vet qeyg SuTueag™” woySuryse py BrqumyoD JO 01TIst 
cvLIvg «6 STLTV'S «= GYLT = og98@T SLOSS 162 OFOrs. — SEeSO! SF0TGOE = “OS UST. oO proosy Apreq tous youeyousy olrejyuQ “epeued 
TROL Teq0L STeEHIOVUIPA sSIOMJO ITV UsTMer oTTOU}eD uellayAqselg 4sIpoyjeyT UeIeyyN'T jedoos1dq ysydeq uortpe[noIID radedsMaNn AYO 3384S 
AWD szedeg 


(OF6I “Id V-HOUVIAUV NAA) SMAN SOQOLDITY FO APAMNS WHd VdSMAN 


Dr. Walton H. Greever examining one of the Survey 
scrap books. These will be a part of the Publicity Com- 


mittee’s display at the U. L. C. A. Convention in Omaha, 
Neb., October 9-16. 


SURVEYORS OF RELIGION NEWS 


PT ATAY. GUN a, Meck scstsetcsenscnisntvnoteesarevobabovsensces Mr. William J. Hammann 
Austin, Texas .... a. Rev. F. W. Kern 
Baltimore, Md. Rev. Leon N. Zahn 
Boston, Mass. ........ Rev. Wm. B. Sadtler 
Bitffalo, Nid sinc Rev. M. J. Hoeppner 
Camden, N. J. ...... Rev. A. R. Naus 
Charlotte, N. C. .... . Rev. L. C, Bumgarner 
Chicago), Wi... . Rev. R. G. Imhoff 
Cleveland, Ohio . Mr. Harold Bonheimer 
Columbia, S. C. ........ Rev. W. C. Boliek 
Columbus, Ohio .. Rev. J. W. Frease 
Detroit, Mich. ........ . Rev. Wm. S. Avery 
Harrisburg, Pa. .... Rev. G. T. Miller 
Indianapolis, Ind. Rev. H. E. Turney, D.D. 
Jersey City, N. J. . Rev. C. K. Fegley 
Keokuk, Iowa .. Miss Mildred Othmer 

: Rev. J. Schmieder, D.D. 
Kitchener, Ont. .... Mr. Samuel Weicker 
Knoxville, Tenn. Rev. A. M. Huffman 
Milwaukee, Wis. ... 


Mr. L. C. Frank 
New York, N. Y. . Mr. Osborne Hauge 
Philadelphia, Pa. . Rev. A. R. Naus 
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and successful new daily, “P. M.,” all but makes a boast 
of having no church news. 

When one turns from quantity to quality one finds 
that there is much left to be desired. Where there ought 
to be recognition of the dignity and worth of religion 
and understanding of it as a matter of fundamental in- 
terest and concern to all, a kind of patronizing tolerance 
of religion as an incidental something is observed. Those 
who edit the church news do not show that they possess 
nearly so complete or accurate an understanding of this 
field as, for example, sports editors or music critics have 
of theirs. While there is much variety in the faith and 
life of even the great historic communions, there is also 
a large body of truth and action common to them all. 
Seeing the mastery which other news specialists have 
attained in their departments, it is not asking too much 
to insist that those who report and edit church news 
should be able to give it the authority and interest which 
can come only from a well-rounded understanding of 
their subject. Though most of the historic Protestant 
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churches are rapidly joining the Lutherans and Epis- 
copalians in the observance of the church year, and the 
rationale of that observance can be understood with rel- 
ative ease, it is all but amusing to note how frequently 
the bolder meanings of major festivals are confused in 
the news. 

But before moving on to other interests of the U. L. 
C. A. Publicity Committee in the survey, it should be 
said that not all the blame for lack in the quantity and 
quality of church news should be heaped upon the head 
of the press. It needs to be stressed that the church has 
first of all to make news before it can be reported, and 
churchmen have to develop a keener news sense before 
they will get adequate public notice given to church 
life. If we accept the idea that religious publicity should 
be primarily a witness and testimony, then we must be 
saying and doing those Christian things which become 
moving witnesses and telling testimonies when they 
appear in the news columns. Churchmen who acquaint 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Christianity in Education 


Tue founders of our public school system apparently 
made no grave mistake when they excluded religion 
from our public schools and with it the intervention of 
the two hundred odd denominations that comprise the 
religious picture of America. At least they made edu- 
cation independent of sectarian supervision. A man 
who sent his children to school had a pretty fair assur- 
ance that the faith of his children would not be under- 
mined by any alien teaching. 

There is another side to this picture; for the lack of 
religious instruction in our American school system has 
had an unfortunate effect as well. Religion, which ought 
to be the determining factor in a man’s life, purifying 
his motives and moulding his character, has never re- 
ceived proper emphasis. This is especially noticeable 
in our state universities, where mature students are 
likely to feel the need of the stabilizing influences of 
great religious convictions. 

To supplement this want of religion in our school a 
tremendous responsibility has been put upon the church. 
The church must face this task and try to answer this 
need. It must begin with the child in the first grade, 
continue with the growing boy and girl, with youth, and 
finally with the mature student in our colleges, univer- 
sities, hospitals and professional schools. 

For unless a man really understands the place of re- 
ligion in every department of life, he is only a craftsman 
and a technician; and not a scholar. In fact, any learn- 
ing that is purely secular is incomplete, for the real 
demands that life makes upon us cannot be met with 
mere skill and artistry. There is a place for those in- 
tangible things which undergird our whole existence: 
It is the place of God in human life. 

The Christian is certain that it is not enough to be 
religious. A man must be a Christian as well. He must 
have come into a living relationship with Jesus Christ 
through Word and Sacrament. He must be willing to 
submit his thoughts and desires, his hopes and am- 
bitions, his motives, and finally his character to the 
standard that Jesus Christ imposes upon him. In that 
way the worth of his life will be judged. 

For that reason, the church cannot be satisfied simply 
with providing instruction for those entrusted to her 
care whether they are church school pupils, Luther 
Leaguers, or members of any other auxiliary organiza- 
tion. The Christian Church must make the heads of 
our educational institutions, those controlled by the 
church as well as by the state, conscious that the Chris- 
tian religion, the leaven of society, has a message and 
an influence so helpful and so important that it dare 
not be ignored. 


Happy is the man who has that in his soul which acts 
upon the dejected as April airs upon violet-roots. Gifts 
from the hand are silver and gold, but the heart gives 
that which neither silver nor gold can buy. To be full 
of goodness, full of cheerfulness, full of sympathy, full 
of helpful hope, causes a man to carry blessings of which 
he himself is as unconscious as a lamp is of its own 
shining. Such an one moves on human life as stars 
move on dark seas to bewildered mariners; as the sun 
wheels, bringing all the seasons with him from the south. 

—Henry Ward Beecher. 


THE LUTHERAN 


‘See See 


Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are 
the issues of life. Proverbs 4: 23 


“Education does not mean teaching people to know 
what they do not know; it means teaching them to 
behave as they do not behave.” 


* * * 


Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord. Psalm 34: 11 


“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; a 
good understanding have all they that do His command- 
ments: His praise endureth for ever.” 


* * * 


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 


Proverbs 1:7 


“Educate men without religion and you make them 
clever devils.” 


* * * 


My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; 
neither be weary of his correction: for whom the Lord 
loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom 


he delighteth. Proverbs 3: 11, 12 


“*Tis education forms the common mind, 
Just as the twig is bent the tree’s inclined.” 


* * *. 


Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on 
him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my dis- 
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. St. John 8: 31, 32 


“Education makes a people easy to lead but difficult 
to drive; easy to govern but impossible to enslave.” 


* * * 


Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 


light. St. Matthew 11: 29, 30 


“O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things Thou dost impart: 
And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart.” 


* * * 


Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: 
but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which 
are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 3: 13, 14 


“Draw us to Thee; and teach us 
E’en now that rest to find, 

Where turmoils cannot reach us, 
Nor cares weigh down the mind.” 
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ad of fions 


There is a basis for education that is too often 
neglected. Its foundation is deep seated, its basis is in 
the heart. That kind of education will purify a man’s 
motives. It will create his character anew. Otherwise 
education is so much varnish, so much veneer that will 
crack and show the old man unchanged underneath. 
True education is always more than skin-deep! This 
means that it prepares the pupil to enjoy more than 
external sensations. 


True education cannot leave God out of the picture. 
In Russia the attempt has been made deliberately, but 
it will go down in failure and defeat. Unless we supple- 
ment the instruction that our children receive in the 
public schools with training in God’s Word, we too 
shall fail. It seems strange that those who claim to be 
our educators and whom we assume to be worthy of the 
trust imposed in them should neglect spirtuality. 


The fool is not satisfied in declaring that there is no 
God. He always goes a step beyond that and despises 
wisdom and instruction. This kind of fool is worse than 
a moron, who is often just the product of society and 
circumstances. This man is a criminal who might have 
learned true wisdom and neglected to do it. American 
society is about to raise up a generation of devils unless 
it begins to mend its evil ways. 


It is easy to roil under correction. Even the correction 
and chastisement of God vexes us, poor sinners that we 
are! Yet somehow, and sometimes in ways that we 
honestly cannot understand, it is the way of love. It 
may not be easy, and it is never sweet, but it is the best 
training for the future. 

There is a freedom that is more precious than life 
itself. It is both a gift and an acquirement of the Spirit. 
It makes a man brave. Jesus promised it to those who 
would continue in His Word. It would make them free. 
For that reason it has made Christians a peculiar people, 
those whom no man can fetter or cast into bondage. 

Jesus is the world’s greatest Teacher. Perhaps you 
have heard that so often that you begin to take it for a 
pious platitude. If that is your opinion, take up the 
Gospel and read it through. Study the Teacher’s words. 
Do it day by day and you will grow daily in grace and 
in the saving knowledge of the Lord. 


The educational process is never ended. There is never 
a place to stop, never a resting on your laurels. The oar 
must be continually bent. Even in the world to come, 
it seems that there will be an educational process where 
we shall grow ever in Christ-like-ness until we shall be 
more and more like Him. 
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Why Religious Education? 


Ir wE wish to have proper and excellent persons both 
for civil and ecclesiastical government, we must spare 
no diligence, no time or cost in teaching and educating 
our children that they may serve God and the world; 
and we must not think only how we may mass money 
and possessions for them. For God can indeed without 
us support and make them rich—as He does daily. But 
for this purpose He has given us children, and has com- 
manded us to train them and govern them according to 
His will, else He would have no need of father and 
mother. Let everyone know, therefore, that above all 
things this is his duty, or otherwise he will lose the 
divine favor: to bring up his children in the fear and 
the knowledge of God; and, if they have talents, to give 
them opportunity to learn and study that they may be 
able to avail themselves of that for which there is need. 

If that were done, God would also richly bless us 
and give us grace, that there would be men trained by 
whom land and people would be reformed and likewise 
well-educated citizens, chaste and domestic wives, who 
afterwards would continue to rear godly children and 
servants. Here think what deadly injury you are doing 
if you be negligent and fail to bring up your child to 
usefulness and piety, and how you bring upon yourself 
all sin and wrath, meriting hell even in your dealings 
with your own children, even though you be otherwise 
ever so pious and holy. And because this is disregarded, 
God so fearfully punishes the world that there is no dis- 
cipline, government or peace, of which we all complain, 
but do not see that it is our own fault; for as we train 
them we have spoiled and disobedient children and sub- 
jects. Let this be sufficient exhortation; for to amplify 
this belongs to another time.—The Large Catechism, by 
Dr. Martin Luther. 


Education 


KNOWLEDGE does not comprise all which is contained 
in the large term education. The feelings are to be dis- 
ciplined; the passions are to be restrained; true and 
worthy motives are to be inspired; a profound religious 
feeling is to be instilled, and pure morality inculcated 
under all circumstances. All this is comprised in edu- 
cation.—Daniel Webster. 


Wuar sculpture is to a block of marble, education is 
to the soul.—Joseph Addison. 


AumicHty God, of Whose only gift cometh wisdom 
and understanding: We beseech Thee to behold with 
Thy gracious favor our universities, colleges and schools, 
that knowledge may ever be enlarged and deepened and 
all good learning flourish and abound. Bless all who 
teach and all who learn; and grant that both teachers 
and learners in humility of heart may look ever upward 
unto Thee, Who art the Fountain of all wisdom; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.—Collects and Prayers. 


THESE FACING PAGES PRESENT 

Doctrines, Persons, or Events of importance to religion. 

Sentences for each day quoted from the Bible.............. 

Observations drawn from the day’s Scripture senten he 

Messages of devotional value quoted from contributions................ Column 4 

During the month of September they will be contributed by the Rev. 
Benjamin Lotz, Bethlehem, Pa. 
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THE LUTHERAN 


eACROSS THE ‘DESK 


THE NATION AT PRAYER 

Ir 1s NoT possible to report on the extent to which the 
Churches of the United States responded to the request 
of President Roosevelt that prayers for peace be offered 
on September 8 in all churches and synagogues in which 
congregations assembled. It happened that we “substi- 
tuted for a pastor” on that day and thus the privilege 
became ours to express in words at the altar what we 
deemed to be the desires of those who were in the pews. 
One does not watch people during prayer to see their 
reactions, but the tense quietness and the tone of the 
worshipers as they united in the Lord’s Prayer we inter- 
preted as signifying the deep sincerity of their requests. 
That God heard their petitions we do not doubt. 

Of course all of us and each of us realize that the mere 
asking for peace does not insure its immediate coming. 
We need to say as did our Lord in the Garden of Eden, 
“Not my will but Thine be done.” One thinks, too, of 
the warning which Jesus uttered when He told the dis- 
ciples that the day would come when Jerusalem’s ene- 
mies would dig a trench about her and lay her even with 
the ground, and when her citizens would cry to the 
mountains, “Fall on us, and to the hills, cover us.” Their 
city was not spared; they had not known the day of their 
visitation. Instead they fled. 

But good came out of evil. Their dispersion scattered 
messengers of the Gospel all over the commercial world 
of that day. We do not thus intimate that Jerusalem had 
to be destroyed in order that Christianity might be 
established, but we do note how God makes the wrath 
of men to praise Him. Humble and devout prayers are 
never in vain. We can be confident that the God of 
nations has a place in His omniscient will for the future 
that is related to America’s prayers on September 8. 


Not in the Proclamation 

Rumors indicated to us that all the petitioners did not 
keep strictly to the request of Mr. Roosevelt. Some ad- 
vice was freely and definitely offered in a Protestant 
Episcopal pulpit, not far from where we live, that dealt 
with the way to handle Fuehrers. It seemed to us not 
as strictly irenic in its character as the brother was 
supposed to employ. 

In one instance (a radio discourse) the broadcaster 
intimated that it is highly desirable that we do not con- 
tent ourselves with one Sunday’s prayers. “The people 
every Sunday should invoke God’s grace for obtaining 
and maintaining peace,” said Dr. Shean of the National 
(Catholic) University. He left nothing to be guessed 
when he continued that the President of the United 
States, his Cabinet, the Vice-president and the Con- 
gress, the Chief Justice and the Supreme Court should 
all go to their churches every Sunday. It would enable 
them to rule more ably in accordance with the divine 
will, and the example thus set would be a great influ- 
ence for good among the people. 

We can generally manage to find some fault with the 
pronouncements of a Roman Catholic prelate and we 
succeeded last Sunday when Dr. Shean advertised his 
communion’s consecration of September 8 to Mary, the 
“patron saint of America.” We do, however, agree with 
him about the use of Sunday for worship. We do not see 
how people who never go to church have any claim on 


the values of prayer. Maybe God knows them, but on 
their side He is a perfect stranger. 

Might it be such non-participants that are meant by 
our Lord when He spoke of their fate in the sentence, 
“Depart from me: I never knew you.” Humanly ob- 
serving, how could He know them? 


BY WAY OF COMPARISON 

REcENTLY the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
released to the press a series of figures which indicated 
the gratitude and satisfaction of that great communion 
for “the largest net increase in the communicant mem- 
bership of the Presbyterian Church of the United States 
of America since 1923 and the largest total communicant 
membership in its history.” 

Among the items mentioned for publication was a net 
gain in communicant membership of 43,806, which 
brings the total communicant membership to 2,021,901. 
We have been informed that this figure includes both 
the congregations in the United States and Canada and 
in missions abroad which are sponsored by the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. A. 

Great satisfaction was expressed in the fact that over 
107,000 persons were received during the year on pro- 
fession of faith and that there was an increase of almost 
$2,000,000 in contributions from the congregations con- 
stituting this branch of the Presbyterian Church. There 
was a total giving in the sum of $41,862,860. Per capita 
giving of the church during the year was $21.20, an in- 
crease over last year of 55 cents per capita. 

From what we consider to be a perfectly proper im- 
pulse, we sought figures from the statistical department 
of the United Lutheran Church. We do not agree that 
the comparisons are necessarily odious. We have learned 
that for the year ending December 31, 1939, or for the 
last reported equivalent twelve months, there has been 
an increase in the United Lutheran Church in America, 
its foreign activities included, of forty congregations. 
The number of ordained ministers is nineteen greater 
than was the case at the close of 1938. The net communi- 
cant membership has increased by 26,159, being now 
1,272,561. Congregations credited themselves with total 
accessions of 143,001, a total which passed the previous 
year’s figure by 7,749. Sunday school members (officers 
and teachers, home department, and cradle roll in- 
cluded) were 884,686, an increase of 7,807. 

‘Where finance enters into the comparison, the result 
is far from comforting. The Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., reports a total membership of 2,021,901 as 
against 1,272,561 belonging to the U. L. C. A. Their 
contributions were $41,862,860. The U. L. C. A. mem- 
bership gave to the work of their Church $17,637,372. 
True, that was an increase of $21,238 over last year, and 
there is considerable credit due to the financial ability 
of the U. L. C. A. in that it decreased its church expense 
by $204,154 and increased its benevolence by $225,392. 

After you have gotten through with self-congratula- 
tions on the size of these sums, you can shrink back 
below normalcy by noting that instead of the $21.20 
which was the average gift in the members of the Pres- 
byterian Church, the Lutheran per capita was $14.90. 
Maybe it does not require as much money to sustain 
faith in the Lutheran Church as in the Presbyterian— 
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maybe! There is a possibility, however, that the spirit of 
thanksgiving is just a little more definitely developed 
amongst the members of our sister communion than it 
is amongst us. THE LUTHERAN does not pretend to decide 
that point. It is the kind of proposition that persons must 
confront. 


THE CHURCH MUST HAVE ROOTS 
(Continued from page 9) 


Death Percentage Higher in Country 

As synod “B” is nearly twice the age of “A,” its 
record has added significance. This district’s roots in 
the country seem good, the birth rate being 11.5 per 
cent higher in rural than in urban areas. But, looking 
at the losses by death, we discover that the gains are 
being wiped out by 15 per cent more deaths in the coun- 
try than there are in the city. While the number of 
children in the group below thirteen show up well in 
their midst, there is an alarming absence of youth and 
middle-aged, leaving the burden of congregational life 
upon the shoulders of those of 45 years of age and over. 
It is evident that here too the Church’s roots are shrink- 
ing. The judgment of the pastors involved is that this 
situation has developed from the lack of an aggressive 
rural life policy on the part of the church at large. 

Synod “C” is still older than “B,” and therefore, if 
any failings exist, their presence should be evident in 
proportion. And so they are. Here we find the strange 
phenomenon that their urban birth rate is 3.6 per cent 
higher than that of the country congregations, which 
is an obvious deviation from the general trend all over 
the nation. But what makes their situation increasingly 
embarrassing and difficult to handle is the fact that the 
losses by death in the country are higher than the state’s 
average and exceed the accessions through child bap- 
tisms by 37.9 per cent. Such decimation among the roots 
of the church cannot go on for long without showing 
deplorable effects upon the growth and maintenance of 
the city congregation. It.is no surprise that not so long 
ago one conference in that synod listed the closing of 
no less than nineteen rural congregations. Others are 
slated for the same fate without much appreciable pro- 
vision for the absorption of the scattered remaining 
membership. 

Why the Blind Spot? 

For some inexplicable reason, the idea of taking a 
special interest in the rural parish has always been the 
blind spot in our missionary vision. A majority of official 
declarations on the part of synodical presidents, sem- 
inary authorities, and boards over a twenty-year period 
definitely approve that policy. 

However, a better day may be coming, though a 
herculean task is facing the church in stemming this 
loss among the children. Several district synods, realiz- 
ing the need of concerted effort, have memorialized the 
U. L. C. A. to inaugurate a suitable Rural Life Program. 
It is hoped that it may not be too late to save the roots 
from further disintegration. Men and money will have 
to be rallied. Financially we are hundreds of thousands 
of dollars behind other religious groups in their use of 
resources for the country church, and more young men 
must be willing to preach the Gospel in out-of-the-way 
places. It will take faith and courage. Do we have either 
for this purpose? 
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HOW CHURCH NEWS IS DISTRIBUTED IN 
THE DAILY PRESS 


(Continued from page 15) 


themselves with the rudiments of news gathering, edit- 
ing, and publishing, and who show themselves concerned 
first of all for the cause they represent, can do much to 
increase the volume, power, and appeal of religion in 
the news. Newsmen are usually keen, non-technical 
analysts of human nature. They develop a sixth sense 
by which they know whether a person who is a source 
of news wants to publicize himself or his cause. Many 
a good story is rejected or put back among the electric 
belts advertisements because it appears to the news desk 
too consciously egocentric. 


News Acceptable to Dailies 


The third major interest prompting the making of this 
survey is an interest in what kind of news stories the 
dailies consider most acceptable, what kind they give 
special prominence, and what features of the news story 
they characteristically play up. Here the tabulation of 
the subjects of news photos has been helpful. It in- 
dicates in a general way the kinds of stories which 
editors think significant enough to illustrate. The fact 
that about three-fifths of the 3,646 illustrations are bust 
pictures or pictures of individuals in action bears out 
the Emersonian dictum, “man’s interest is in man: act- 
ing.” The table of picture subjects reveals that the 
Church has not lagged behind in the trend away from 
deadly “still” pictures. The high rank of choir pictures 
and stories hints at the prominence which the choral 
tradition is attaining in American Christianity. (Lu- 
therans like to observe that our own St. Olaf College 
Choir has done much to win the regard of our nation 
for the Church’s musical heritage.) Rescue and relief 
the news world thinks of as vital ministries of the 
Church. Editors, like most observers of church life, are 
pleased to see the institution put its creed into its deed. 
They therefore accord generous treatment to the ser- 
vants of the needy. 

The pastors of our Church should be reminded in 
passing that it is desirable for them to have on file with 
their local newspaper a glossy print of themselves (taken 
recently), the interior and exterior of the church build- 
ing, and of their choir. The survey certifies the idea 
that stories accompanied by striking pictures are in- 
creasingly acceptable. It also shows that ministers are 
allowing more freedom to news cameramen, enabling 
them to get worthy photographic accounts of church 
events. 

Certain clear-cut conclusions have come out of the 
survey for the members of our United Lutheran Church 
Publicity Committee. Among them is that to take ad- 
vantage of the lessons which have been learned from 
the survey; and to follow it up with other objective 
studies of church news there will be needed a larger 
committee, an increased budget and the establishment 
of a United Lutheran Church in America news bureau 
with a full-time director. The value of a two- or three- 
day “school” for our Church’s publicity men, in which 
this survey can be studied in detail, is also clearly in- 
dicated. It is earnestly hoped that our Church will soon 
give favorable consideration to the necessary enabling 
acts. 


What of Riches 


By D. BURT SMITH 


Proverbs 11: 24-31; Luke 16: 11-13. The Sunday School Lesson 
for September 29 


We Temyx of money as some product 
used as a measure of value and a 
medium of exchange. That produuct 
may be metal from the ground, paper 
so marked as to have a value equivalent 
to the accepted metal money, a com- 
modity, or a fruit, or a grain used as a 
means of purchasing. Money seems to 
have but relative worth. A government 
can declare this or that kind of money 
changed in value, or not usable at all. 
Money of whatever kind has value only 
in terms of what it buys, or of persons 
wanting it and willing to give some- 
thing in return for it. 

Money becomes increasingly desir- 
able as it gets tied up in life’s routine. 
Men may resort to dishonest means to 
procure it, and to wicked ways in 
using it; but this does not label all men 

vith money as dishonest and crooked. 
Money may be the test of character, 
whether to employ it selfishly or benef- 
icently; whether to use it legitimately 
or abuse it; for each illegitimate use of 
money is an abuse of it. Three sugges- 
tions about right use of money by a 
Christian are found in this lesson. 


Wise Distribution 

The Book of Proverbs is ancient, yet 
it has sane advice about the use of 
money. It points to giving as prudent, 
for the giver is thereby helped. Just 
as the scattering of seed makes a larger 
harvest possible, so the giving of money 
for good purposes opens the way for 
blessings. Verse 24 is not a guarantee 
that a ten-dollar gift to the Lord will 
be followed by a hundred-dollar gift 
from the Lord. The second part of that 
verse suggests an unpleasant outcome 
for stinginess in giving, not to be taken 
literally, of course. 

The spiritual interpretation of giving 
is allowable, in fact unavoidable. Lib- 
erality brings cheer to the liberal giver. 
There is hardly any satisfaction equal 
to that coming from being a helper 
with our money when and as we can. 
Of course the giving must be on the 
basis of sound judgment, not a spas- 
modic response to sentimentality. Using 
gifts to God as a bribe to win favors 
from God looks in vain for Scriptural 
endorsement or precedent. 

Making money at the expense of an- 
other’s misfortune is dastardly. To buy 
up grain to sell at famine prices is 
soundly denounced. This obnoxious 
procedure has perennial repetition here 
and everywhere, now and always. The 
foresighted accumulation of “corn in 


view of famine” is commendable, and 
to sell it with no advance in profit is 
to win deserved approval of man and 
God. What we seek determines what 
people think of us—to seek “good pro- 
cureth favor,” but to seek “mischief” 
brings down mischief on us. Christians 
give their money wisely to help—or do 
they? 
Idol Dollars 

To trust in riches, to make idol dol- 
lars, to dot life with shrines in which 
dollars are exalted for adoration, for 
worship, for sacrifice—this is not the 
intended use for anybody’s dollars. But 
how can it be true that trusting riches 
is dangerous, and that righteousness is 
a source of gain? This seems only a 
preachy statement, without fact or rea- 
son. We regard money as a cure-all 
when we hear the cry of the poor, the 
call of the church for funds to meet 
emergencies, the cry of the Red Cross 
for money to care for the tragedy-af- 
flicted people, the appeal of government 
to meet higher taxes willingly as a 
means of defense and progress. No 
wonder that people make idols of dol- 
lars, and that the love of money strug- 
gles to supplant the love of God. 

Righteousness gets the best of it, ac- 
cording to the Bible. The dependence 
on money is an economic necessity, at 
least the prudent course, but it must 
be fostered and furthered by righteous 


THINK OF THESE 


Grvinc that helps ranks high in mark- 
ing the sincerity of a Christian’s claim 
of generosity. 


Spiritual growth is somehow con- 
nected with liberality—“The liberal soul 
shall be made fat.” 


Preference usually is for a fistfull of 
dollars rather than a receipt for gen- 
erous gifts to a worthy cause. 


The menace of money is its tendency 
to master its possessor. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
September 23-29 
Tyne beg Use of Wealth. Proverbs 11: 
Riches Ignobly Obtained. Jeremiah 17: 9-11. 
The Folly of Covetousness. Luke 12: 13-21. 
. Counsel to the Rich. I Timothy 6: 17-19. 
God’s Judgment Upon an Opulent City. 
Revelation 18: 15-20. 
t. True Riches. Luke 16: 9-13. 
aera ing of Trusting in 
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Riches. Psalm 
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practices. Anything less than this tends 
to idolatry. 


Profitable Use 

The unrighteous steward in Jesus’ 
parable exemplified the disappointment 
that results when men get a twisted 
notion of how to use their money prof- 
itably. The selfish use, the all-for-me- 
and-at-once attitude, leads to dissatis- 
faction, often to utter loss. Schemes 
and theft may be well-cloaked, but 
there is always some wind that whips 
around a corner to lift the cloak and 
expose the criminal hidden under it. 
The way to be trusted is to be trust- 
worthy; faithfulness in little things pre- 
pares for being entrusted with bigger 
things. It is all a matter of growth, of 
development, of endurance. We are 
judged by what we demonstrate we can 
do. In handling our money we should 
put on such a demonstration as proves 
our worthiness to have money. This 
calls for a righteous use of it. We select 
God or mammon as the object of wor- 
ship and service. 


ACCUMULATING 
APPROVAL 


WE Do not get the full amount of pos- 
sible approval at one time; it is accu- 
mulated gradually. It comes from dif- 
ferent sources. It is not a matter of 
our determination to stand well, to 
have the good word of everybody. Ap- 
proval that endures is cumulative: here 
a little and there a little. But each lit- 
tle evidence of deserved approval 
should be safeguarded jealously and 
zealously. 

For example, a teacher seeks ap- 
proval of pupils, of school leaders, of 
parents, of the minister, of church lead- 
ers, of the community. This approval 
starts with the pupils. When a pupil 
says, “I do not like my teacher,” that 
teacher is already handicapped as far 
as general approval is concerned, even 
though in method not a word of criti- 
cism can be said honestly by those 
who know what good teaching is. Some- 
thing is wrong if a pupil does not ap- 
prove the teacher. It is something to 
strive for—to find the cause of the 
pupil’s attitude and to change it, even 
though it means an intensive self-ex- 
amination by the teacher. It may be 
that the teacher is not at fault at all; 
nevertheless it is not surrendering too 
much for the teacher to bend a good 
deal to get the pupil’s approval. 

It usually follows that having a 
pupil’s approval accumulates other ap- 
provals. Parents approve if their child 
approves; so do the leaders here and 
there. That teacher gets the fullest 
round of approval who wins and holds 
“he approval of pupils first. 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JoHN Traver, D.D., Frederick, Md. 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


In Parish Education 


Lesson: II Timothy 3: 14-17 


Tue Luther League is finding its per- 
manent place in the educational pro- 
gram of the Church. We can remem- 
ber the day when the League seemed 
to be concerned mainly with building 
an organization. The leadership was 
“organization-minded.” In this the 
League was a product of its times. 

We have known of Sunday schools 
that were like that. The church was 
one institution and the Sunday school 
another. The Sunday school was en- 
tirely independent of the church; it 
elected its own officers without refer- 
ence to the church council; it financed 
its program without reference to the 
finances of the church; it rivaled the 
church and in its worship programs 
provided so well (?) for the devotional 
needs of its members that they seldom 
went to church. There are men’s Bible 
classes like that too. They are a head- 
ache and a heartache to their pastors. 
In the minds of the men, the class is 
of more importance than the church. 

Sometimes the Luther League has 
been like that. We believe those days 
are gone forever. Today the Luther 
League rightly boasts of its place with- 
in the educational program of the 
church. It is more a program than an 
organization, though it does not dis- 
claim organization. It promotes organ- 
ization efficiency, not as an end in itself 
but as a means to its educational pur- 
pose. It is realizing, better than ever 
before, its slogan, “Of the Church, By 
the Church, For the Church.” 


Parish Education Month 


The Parish and Church School Board 
has long advocated an Education Cabi- 
net for each congregation. In this cabi- 
net all the educational agencies in the 
congregation are represented. This cabi- 
net plans and promotes the total pro- 
gram of education and integrates the 
programs of the agencies. These 
agencies will include the church school, 
the Luther League, the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, the Brotherhood, The 
Children of the Church and any others 
at work in the congregation. The 
church council is also represented as 
the administrative authority in the con- 
gregation. 

Parish Education Month offers a 
splendid opportunity to promote this 
total program in the congregation. This 


year the auxiliaries, the Luther League, 
the Women’s Missionary Society and 
the Brotherhood are co-operating in 
the program of the month. Thus one 
more step is taken in the long-time 
patient movement toward the develop- 
ment of a single program of education 
in the congregation. No longer will the 
auxiliaries go off in one direction and 
the church school in another; they will 
each take their place in the total pro- 
gram, and respecting each other, give 
full co-operation. 


Readjustments 

It is in line with this increasing 
awareness on the part of the Luther 
League of its educational purpose that 
there has come recently a readjustment 
in its program and set-up. No longer 
will two or three Luther Leagues be 
promoted for the different age groups, 
but there will be one Luther League 
with three age departments: Inter- 
mediate, 12-14—Junior High, or school 
grades, 7-9; Senior, 15-17—Senior High, 
or school grades, 10-12; Young People, 
18 and over—college or working. This 
fully conforms to the departments 
recommended by the Parish and Church 
School Board, and thus the young peo- 
ple will be organized in the same 
groups that are in classes in the church 
school. 

A new Associate Secretary has been 
called by the Luther League, the Rev. 
William J. Ducker. He will pay special 
attention to the development of the 
program for seniors and intermediates. 
“Advancing with Christ” is the inspir- 
ing theme and slogan for the new pro- 
gram. It will be worked out “in thought, 
in prayer and in action.” 

There will be three sets of topics, 
selected with this age grouping in 
mind. The experience of the Scout 
Movement with the Intermediate group 
will be considered in the building of 
the program. The Scout program has 
already received the approval of the 
church and the principles upon which 
it is built will be followed. It will be 
possible for the congregation fully to 
integrate its Scouts with its educational 
program. 


For Seniors and Young People 

The Senior Luther League will be 
encouraged to use units for study, 
probably made up in booklets of thir- 
teen related topics. There are a num- 
ber of types of topics provided and the 
League can make its choice according 
to its interests. 

The Young People of the Luther 


League will follow a system similar to 
that in use at present, with a monthly 
scheme divided into three or four top- 
ics, depending on the number of Sun- 
days in the month. The last topic of 
each month will be devoted to some 
phase of “The Whole Work of the 
Whole Church.” 


Additional Study Materials 


Luther Leagues are allowed a real 
freedom in the selection of topics for 
study. Any recognized system that 
works, is the system a League should 
use. The Parish and Church School 
Board has issued units of studies for 
the age groups organized in the Leagu2. 
For Young People there is a series of 
electives on such subjects as Missions, 
Social Problems, The Home, Worship, 
Life Service, and a number of units of 
Bible study. Each of these booklets can 
be used for thirteen successive weeks. 
For the younger groups, The Christian 
Youth Series is ready. For Interme- 
diates there are units on “This Is My 
Church,” “Bible Challenges,” and “Our 
Pastor’s Sermons.” For Seniors, “The 
Young Christian in Public,” “We Would 
See Jesus,” and “Youth Learns to 
Know the Church at Large.” Other 
units are projected. The Luther League 
will also have materials ready to add to 
the selection by the local League. 


Rally Day 

With a thought for the larger mean- 
ing of the League program, Luther 
League Day, the last Sunday in Sep- 
tember, will hereafter be called Con- 
gregational Youth Day. There is a 
special program prepared for its ob- 
servance, “Advancing with Christ.” 
Copies may be secured from the Luther 
League of America, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Certainly this is a big year for youth 
in the U. L. C. A. This month and next 
thousands of young people will be gath- 
ered together in rallies, all following 
the same program. A booklet, “A Pro- 
gram with a Promise,’ will be used 
and the vows taken at confirmation 
time will be restudied. Add to these 
rallies of youth the observance in each 
congregation of this “Youth Day,” and 
you will be proud to tell the world that 
you belong to a church that recognizes 
youth. There is a fine follow-up to the 
rallies provided for the young folks of 
our congregations in the study book by 
the Rev. Russell F. Auman, “Youth’s 
Faith in Action.” 

* x * 

To Leavers: Topic date, September 

29. Next topic, Russellism. 
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“An Important Interpretation” 


Rejoinders to the Article of Dr. Paul H. Krauss Concerning 
Conscientious Objectors Show Disagreements 
3 [Several of “The Lutheran’s” readers have sent extended comments on the article pub- 
lished in the August 28 issue by Dr. Krauss. The one most complete in its coverage of the 
points at issue, we report in full. From others excerpts have been made and the attitude 


of their writers indicated. We suggest that the issues containing articles on this subject be 
kept for reference. Editor.] 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

I wisH that the attitude of our Church toward conscientious objection 
to military service might be a little less frowning than Dr. Krauss’ attitude 
is, in view of the fact that the origin of Christian renunciation of war lies 
in a loyalty to Christ. The issue here is this: Why does our Church respect 
conscience? The answer is not, I think, that the Church is bound by tra- 
dition to do so. The answer is rather that the Church honors conscience as 
that element in personality which is most reflective of Christ. How, then, 
ought the Church to respect conscience? Not, I think, regretfully, as if 
conscience were an erratic element in personality which has unfortunately 
put some persons at odds with society but which the Church is still bound 
arbitrarily to respect. Rather, the Church should regard conscience rev- 
erently. If Christ has any hold on us at all, it is in our consciences; and it is 
Christ in man Who is being honored in the honor paid to conscience. This 
is not to beg the question of pacifism, and to insist that renunciation of war 
is the only Christian position. This is, however, to recall that Christians 
would not have renounced war at all without the conviction that to do just 
this was, for them, to be Christian. Really to respect the conscience of these 
dissenting Christians is to hold it in our minds that as objectors to war they 
may be the wiser Christians. Therefore I would ask a pastoral ministry to 
conscientious objectors that is not grounded on the premise that they are 
mistaken, and for that reason in special need of Christian care, but is 
grounded on the understanding that they are persons who are risking much 


on a Christian reading of life, and for 
that reason worthy of special Christian 
care. 


(2) What of the conscientious ob- 
jector who refuses to be conscripted 
out of a well-substantiated conviction 
that his service is being demanded not 
for national defense, but for a war of 
aggression? Here is a case which is 
likely enough to become real many 
times over, and which is not covered 
in your discussion of the conscientious 
objector. Granting for the moment that 
you are correct in saying that “the 
church proclaims the duty of the Chris- 
tian to support his government in a 
war of self-defense,’ what then does 
the church teach about conscientious 
objection to a war of aggression? 
Ought not the church to provide spe- 
cial care at least for this category of 
conscientious objectors? 


(3) But now I would like to ask you 
for chapter and verse for your state- 
ment that “the church proclaims the 
duty of the Christian to support his 
government in a war of self-defense.” 
I am not familiar with this teaching. Is 
it derived from Article 16 of the Augs- 
burg Confession: “. . . Christians may 
lawfully ... engage in just war’? But 
see the underscoring, which is mine. 
The same article says, “Christians, 
therefore, must necessarily obey their 
magistrates and laws, save only then, 


when they command any sin.” But the 
conscientious objector may believe that 
war, as a method, is sin, even when 
used for the worthy end of self-defense. 
Can we pronounce him mistaken? I 
think it is of the essence of our prin- 
ciple of evangelical freedom to hold 
that such a one is not to be judged by 
us at all, and is rather to be looked 
upon as possibly the possessor of the 
truth of the matter. 

Let us look sympathetically into the 
mind of the conscientious objector. 
Conscientious objection to military 
service is, at its best, not passive, not 
unappreciative of the values of homes 
and of home-country, and not unwill- 
ing to defend these. Christian conscien- 
tious objection is rather one aspect of 
commitment to a wholly other concept 
of defense. The objector to military 
service, far from desiring to hide be- 
hind the arms of his fellow-country- 
men and to be protected by their 
armaments, wants all of them to join 
him in abandoning a defense that 
relies on arms, for the sake of a de- 
fense that relies on right dealing. The 
objector is not unwilling to undertake 
sacrifice and suffering, and fear of suf- 
fering is not of the essence of his ob- 
jection. What he objects to is inflicting 
suffering. The Christian pacifist is not 
refusing to defend righteousness. He 
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wants to defend righteousness as much 
as any other Christian does. But he is 
contending that you cannot defend 
righteousness by the unrighteousness 
of war, but only by being righteous to 
the best of your insight and courage, 
and by accepting whatever suffering is 
involved in that. The Christian pacifist 
agrees that there is such a thing as holy 
warfare, but it is waged, he thinks, not 
with the murderous, material weapons 
of secular warfare, but with the power- 
ful instrument of suffering love for 
enemies, which refuses both to sur- 
render its own righteousness and to 
defend that righteousness by injuring 
others. Let us get rid of the notion 
that Christian pacifists are sentimental- 
ists or worse, and let us see them as 
venturesome souls committed to a sig- 
nificant interpretation of life which they 
have derived from Christ and for which 
they are willing to hazard much. 


(4) The Christian pacifist would 
agree with you that freedom of con- 
science must be maintained by the 
individual, at whatever cost is de- 
manded, and that “no external power 
can guarantee or deny that freedom.” 
On the other hand, I would say, speak- 
ing as the pacifist’s pastor, that the 
church and the state have a large stake 
in the pacifist’s conscience, and that 
the church and the state should want 
to protect that conscience as a matter 
of their own self-interest. For the ul- 
timate teacher of society is the sen- 
sitive and pioneering conscience, and 
society can ill afford to martyr its 
pioneers and teachers, although it re- 
peatedly does. If nations are ever to 
learn the skills of reconciliation, from 
whom will they learn them but from 
those who are resolutely committed to 
following the way of love in all re- 
lationships? While, then, the pacifist 
may have no right to demand exemp- 
tion from military service, yet society 
has an interest of its own in granting 
this exemption. (Incidentally, to keep 
the record clear, the conscientious ob- 
jectors in the church have not made 
any demands of the church at all! 
Whatever has been said for them has 
been said by their pastors.) 

I say society has an interest of its 
own in exempting objectors from mil- 
itary service, because of the construc- 
tive social and spiritual services of na- 
tional sagnificance which the Christian 
pacifist is willing and able to perform. 
Certainly you are not persuaded, even 
in this day, that there is no service of 
national significance in time of war, but 
war-service. I indicate the work camps 
of the Friends, and their newly estab- 
lished National Volunteer Service, as 
examples of what the Christian pacifist 
may engage in with profit to the nation 
and to himself. Swamps have been 
drained, recreation areas built, impov- 
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erished workers’ homes built, un- 
trained adults schooled, migrant work- 
ers cared for, etc., all in a spirit of com- 
mitment to non-violence. Besides be- 
ing materially and socially constructive, 
these projects have fostered a vital de- 
velopment of and witness to the power 
of the spirit of reconciliation. 

Now the church need not hesitate to 
point out to the state the worth of the 
conscience-led individual, and the 
worth of the services he can perform. 
We ought not to be so much concerned 
in the church with what the state and 
the army think of us, and whether our 
loyalty to them is sufficiently obvious. 
As a church we cannot be wholly agree- 
able to their approach to life. We ought 
to be concerned rather that God will be 
satisfied with the way in which we 
function as the teacher of society. and 
the defender and upholder of another 
way than the way of violence. This is 
the justification for our Church’s ask- 
ing exemption from military service for 
its conscientious objectors thereto, as 
the Ministerium of Pennsylvania has 
requested the church to do. 

I am appealing for two practical 
actions, then, in addition to the three 
that you suggest. (1) That the church 
provide a pastoral ministry to its con- 
scientious objectors to war which is 
premised not on the belief that they 
are mistaken, but on the conviction 
that they are taking a perilous and 
widely misunderstood stand in obe- 
dience to their understanding of Christ, 
and that they may be the wiser Chris- 
tians. (2) That the church be not back- 
ward in making clear to government 
that its conscientious objectors to war- 
service, as they are conscientious cit- 
izens are precious citizens and ought 
not to be subjected to any indignities 
or to any worse disabilities than any 
other citizens in time of war. 

(Signed) Paut J. Kirscu. 


100 PER CENT WRONG 


Tue Rev. Charles L. Ramme, Trini- 
dad, Colo., under date of August 31 
comments concerning the argument of 
Dr. Krauss: “I am deeply aggravated 
over the 100 per cent wrongness of the 
article, ‘An Important Interpretation,’ 
in Tue LutHerANn of August 28. Pastor 
Ramme continues: 


“Should the sentiment of that article 
prevail at the biennial convention at Omaha, 
our United Lutheran Church will have 
forfeited its opportunity for co-operating 
not only with other outstanding leading 
denominations of Christendom, but also 
with American branches of Lutheranism 
in correcting a wrong attitude of organ- 
ized Christian churches toward military 
service that has aided and abetted war 
ever since the conversion of Constantine, 
and the subservience of the Church under 
the domineering, perversive control of the 
state during the centuries thereafter.” 


Pastor Ramme, who was sponsor for 
the memorial from the Rocky Mountain 
Synod, writes also: 


“The aim and purpose of all these reso- 
lutions ostensibly coming to the aid of the 
conscientious objector, are of far greater 
significance in trying to correct the Church 
from a wrong ‘historic’ position through 
definite new commitments in more perfect 
accord with the spirit of the Prince of 
Peace than to secure any questionable pro- 
tection our Church apparently is not will- 
ing to solicit or the state may hesitate to 
give.” 


The communication concludes: 


“Contrary to your own reasoning, dear 
Editor, in ‘Across the Desk’ of June .19, 
you seem to have experienced a change 
of mind between then and August 28, as 
indicated by the statements on page 15, 
paragraph 3, line 7, ‘We occasionally per- 
mit ourselves to wonder what would result 
if a nation,’ etc. 

“As reform begins at home, substitute 
“Sf a nation’ for ‘if the United Lutheran 
Church’ together with all the other Chris- 
tian churches, etc., and perhaps your 
editorials hereafter will present before us 
entirely new and different visions of that 
Kingdom for which we pray ‘Thy King- 
dom come’ and of which we have been 
taught to believe, ‘The Kingdom of God 
is... Peace... in the Holy Ghost.’” 


THE GOVERNMENT'S 
PREROGATIVE 


Mt. Morris, Il. 
Mr. Editor: 

I HAVE just read with interest the let- 
ter of Mr. Motter, on conscription, in 
the issue of the twenty-first. For me, 
this controversial question is clarified 
by a simple analogy: The government 
levies taxes—“conscripts,” if you please, 
a portion of our income—for purposes 
which we all recognize as, in the main, 
good. When the need arises, why 
shouldn’t it do the same with our time? 

How efficiently would the processes 
of government function on a voluntary 
taxpaying basis? Just as efficiently as 
they function on a voluntary enlistment 
basis in time of emergency—they would 
break down in a hurry. The legislator 
who would advocate taxpaying on a 
volunteer or patriotic motive basis 
would be advised to have his head ex- 
amined. If we are agreed that compul- 
sion is sound in theory and just in prac- 
tice when it comes to supporting the 
government with our financial means, 
why is it any less so when circum- 
stances compel our personal service? 

To deny the justice of the principle 
of conscription for military service is 
to place a premium upon cowardice and 
a penalty upon bravery. I am willing 
to leave to competent persons the many 
and complex details connected with the 
efficient and fair operation of the prin- 
ciple, but I don’t see how any grateful 
citizen of a country can deny the right 
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of his government to call upon him for 
the defense of his land, when its safety 
is in jeopardy. Even though voluntary 
enlistments met all such needs, the 
principle still stands: The citizen must 
serve his country when she needs him, 
whether with his money, his time, his 
talents, or his life. To refuse service, 
where it is avoidable, is to be unworthy 
of the name of citizen. To rely upon 
others to do it for us is cowardly. 
Mito ZrmMeRMAN. 


NEW TESTAMENT SUPER- 
SEDES OLD 


Tue Rev. Wilson D. Worman, Sche- 
nectady, N. Y., regards war as civiliza- 
tion’s “Enemy Number One,” but ad- 
mits that “we continue to sanction this 
devilish business.” We supinely submit 
to the “black out” of our better judg- 
ment and plunge, foolishly so, into the 
abyss of self-destruction. 

Pastor Worman’s contribution to this 
discussion cites briefly the division of 
opinion among Christians about war, 
refers to quotations from the Bible that 
are not correctly interpreted and then 
writes: “What is God’s will relative to 
war today?” 

He continues: 


“Where shall the Christian Church find 
its answer if not in the Gospel of her 
Christ? To choose the Gospel as the court 
of supreme authority is not a denial that 
the Old Testament is the Word of God. 
The Gospel is God’s final word. The 
prophets dreamed of the day when ‘men 
would beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more’ 
(Isaiah 2: 4). They were divinely inspired 
to write of the Messiah, the Christ, as one 
who should be called the ‘Prince of Peace.’ 
Whatever may be said about God’s sanc- 
tion of war in connection with Israel, this 
can hardly be carried into the Christian 
era, For it is the faith of the Christian 
Church that Jesus Christ is the final rev- 
elation of God and His will for all peo- 
ples, And it must be truthfully acknowl- 
edged, not once in His Gospel does Jesus 
sanction war. If our attention is called 
to Jesus’ answer to the lawyer’s question 
about ‘paying tribute to Caesar,’ the reply 
is, the lawyer did not ask a question 
touching war; his question was with re- 
gard to the legality of the Jews paying 
taxes to the much despised Roman govern- 
ment. Jesus’ simple reply was, of course, 
pay your taxes to Caesar and remember, 
also, that you have obligations to your 
God. Instead of Jesus sanctioning war, it 
would be correct to say He rejected resort 
to force for Himself and counseled against 
it for His disciples. ‘Put up again thy 
sword into its place: for all they who 
take the sword shall perish with the 
sword.’ ‘Thinkest thou that I cannot now 
pray to my Father, and he shall presently 
give me more than twelve legions of 
angels? But how then shall the scriptures 
be fulfilled?’ This was a definite attitude 
toward war by the Head of the Church. 
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Is it not His answer, crystal clear, to our 
question? Is it not His example for all who 
are called to follow in His steps? Should 
not the Christian Church be able to decide 
what her attitude should be toward the 
terrible sin of war—this horrible curse 
which the devil has brought upon the 
earth? 

“The paramount need for the world to- 
day is for the Church to adopt the Christ- 
like attitude toward war. A few years ago 
President Roosevelt said: ‘War is not made 
by the miasses, but by a small per cent of 
the people, the leaders.’ We believe that 
Mr. Roosevelt was absolutely right in his 
statement. One may ask, in all serious- 
ness whether it is not high time for the 
Church to take the Christlike stand 
against war? Whether she should not en- 
deavor to make all of her members ‘con- 
scientious objectors’? Whether, if a few 
leaders of the kingdoms of this world can 
lead the masses into the havoc of war, the 
leaders of the Church of Christ cannot 
lead the hosts of God’s kingdom into the 
haven of peace, not made by man? Let the 
leaders of the Church call all believers to 
an attitude of humility, repentance, prayer 
and trust in God, and to ‘put on the whole 
armor of God.’” 


APPROVES ARGUMENT 


The Rev. H. W. Saeger, Mukwonago, 
Wis., under date of August 28 has writ- 
ten at considerable length concerning 
this question under the heading, “War 
and the Conscientious Objector.” 

He begins the presentation of his 
views with a reference to sin which en- 
tered into the world through the 
temptation of the devil and of which 
the wages has been death. He states, 
“Death is one fruit of sin to which all 
are subject and which all fear and try 
to avoid by fair means or foul; but no 
one escapes: young or old.” 

He continues, “In its most frightful 
and horridly devastating phase death 
is brought about by war.” If the ques- 
tion is asked, “Why War?”, Pastor 
Saeger answers, “War is a concomitant 


of sin. God offered ‘peace on earth,’ 
spiritual as well as secular, with the 
birth of Christ. Not until the world 
shall follow the ‘Prince of Peace’ will 
we see general peace in the world.” 

From the teachings of the New Testa- 
ment, Pastor Saeger draws the term 
“Power.” He states: 


“God’s children also called Christians 
though they are not of this world yet are 
in this world. They still form a part of 
this world and mingle with such as are 
not God’s children. They must yet live 
with them. This sphere of activity is the 
other ‘Power’ spoken of in Romans 13.... 
When we become Christians, we still are 
subject to the power of the state and na- 
tion in which we live, where we have our 
homes, churches, ete. We are admonished 
to be obedient to civil laws, the laws of 
the country. ‘Religious convictions do not 
exempt individuals from the performance 
of political responsibilities.’ The ‘Power’ 
has jurisdiction over the body of the 
Christian as well as the non-Christian, and 
is spoken of as ‘ordained of God,’ co-or- 
dinated with the ‘Power’ Jesus speaks of 
in Matthew 28 and just as stringent. These 
‘Powers’ are separate, but nonetheless both 
are of God... . ‘Let every soul be subject 
to the powers that be’ that exempts no 
one. Disobedience to the state involves 
punishment by the ‘sword.’ The word 
‘sword’ here symbolizes the ‘Power.’ The 
‘Power’ which is the state is recognized as 
all powerful in its sphere. ‘It beareth not 
the sword in vain.’” 


Pastor Saeger continues with prin- 
ciples he draws from the Epistles of St. 
Paul: 


“We are exhorted to be subject to our 
state ‘for the Lord’s sake’ as well as ‘for 
conscience sake.’ We are told by St. Paul, 
and this by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
not that ‘conscience’ shall exempt us from 
obedience, but rather that for “conscience 
sake’ we must not resist but be obedient 
to the ‘powers that be.’” 

The closing paragraph is required to 
complete Pastor Saeger’s argument. He 


BROTHERS IN THE MINISTRY 


Turse three brothers entered the Lutheran ministry in response to the call of 
God and in answer to the prayers of their godly parents, Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 
Powell. Two have entered into the Church Triumphant. 


Reading from left to 
right: The Rev. Clark 
S. Powell of Jones- 
boro, Ill, who died 
May 17, 1940; Merlin 
I. Powell, D.D., mis- 
sionary superinten- 
dent of the Synod of 
Ohio; and L. J. Powell, 
D.D., Washington, IIL. 
who died August 29, 
1940. 
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has referred to the fact that conscience 
is not necessarily the voice of God. The 
fact that men differ in that which con- 
science dictates is proof of this asser- 
tion. He then continues: 

“Since conscience can and does err the 
church cannot pass resolutions in general 
to favor the conscientious objector and 
help him to escape the duties the state 
demands of him, the state to which he is 
to ‘subject himself for conscience sake.’ 
The Church in this case would usurp a 
function from which it is disqualified by 
the word of God. ... Ask him about sins 
he commits of which he is convinced that 
they are against the word of God. See 
what he says concerning them. If his con- 
science objects and the Church upholds 
him that would be tantamount to declar- 
ing that his objection is based on the word 
of God.” 


DR. KRAUSS APPROVED 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

Just a note to say that I am heartily 
in accord with the position taken by 
Dr. Krauss in THe LUTHERAN under 
date of August 28, and that I sincerely 
hope that the United Lutheran Church 
will not put itself in the position of be- 
ing either directly or by implication 
itself a ‘conscientious objector.’ If the 
church expects the protection of the 
state, she must be willing to support 
the state to any extent necessary. And 
this holds good for the individual 
Christian also. 

Wriiram F. Bacuer. 


Tue Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Norway consists of 7 Bishoprics, 520 
parishes with 1,020 congregations, 1,030 
churches, 230 chapels and about 750 
ministers. The Bishop of Oslo is 
“Primus inter Pares,’ bishop primate. 
The office of archbishop ended when 
the Reformation brought the Norwegian 
church into Protestant fellowship. 


A special litany, including parts of 
the Lutheran Order of Confirmation, 
will be used during all of the more than 
200 regional youth rallies of the United 
Lutheran Church during September. 
The purpose of the meetings is to stim- 
ulate the Church’s youth to reaffirm 
their allegiance to their confirmation 
VOWS. 


St. Jonn’s CuurcH in Buffalo, N. Y., 
has made quite a remarkable record. 
In each of the past 76 consecutive 
months this congregation has acquired 
new members. Of their total number, 
413, 195 members were admitted upon 
Reprofession of Faith, 30 by Letter of 
Transfer, 202 by Confirmation, and 6 by 
Adult Baptism. The net gain in mem- 
bership during this period was only 171 
members, however, since 242 members 
were lost to the congregation during 
the same period. 
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CORNHUSKER NEWS 
By Alfred O. Frank, D.D. 


Tue word “Nebraska” is an Indian 
word meaning “shallow waters.” Evi- 
dently the name originated with the 
Platte River, which cuts the state in 
half, flowing from west to east the en- 
tire length of the state. Early explorers 
made several attempts to navigate the 
Platte, but found the water too shallow 
in the wide, sandy channel. Yet the 
river is an important one for the drain- 
age and irrigation systems of Nebraska, 
as well as serving to guide and water 
the early pioneers on their trek west. 
The Lewis and Clark Expedition used 
the river, also the Mormons, the Pony 
Express and Oregon Trail routes, as 
well as those who crossed for gold on 
their way to California. Council Bluffs 
and Omaha soon became the gateway 
to the West. 

With the Special Train from New 
York to Omaha in October carrying 
delegates and visitors from the east to 
the convention of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, Nebraska is pre- 
paring to welcome the convention 
“when she comes.” 

Washington Irving wrote concerning 
Nebraska, “a land where no man per- 
manently abides. A lawless interval 
between the abodes of civilization.” 
Wouldn’t “W. I.” be a surprised man, 
if he came back to Nebraska now? 


Luther League Camp 


For those who feel the Church has 
lost all youth, or that America’s youth 
is pagan, we prescribe a week at a 
youth camp such as the Nebraska Syn- 
od Luther .League Camp at Sheldon, 
near Columbus, Nebraska. One hun- 
dred seven young people and Leaguers 
spent a week of intensive work in 
preparation for service in their local 
congregations. Anyone spending a 
week with this fine group of vital 
youth would realize that youth is much 
interested in the Bible, in the Church, 
in Christian living and in building the 
Kingdom on this wicked earth of ours. 

The Luther League Camp is under 
the direction of the Rev. Carl Ber- 
henke, Director, and the Rev. Wallis 
Livers, Dean. The staff of instructors 
for Bible study, leadership training, 
League work, and song were Dr. J. C. 
Hershey, president of Synod; Alvin H. 
Schaediger, president of the Luther 
League of America; Pastors G. Gies- 
chen, H. Dumler, L. H. Lesher, F. W. 
Henkel, G. A. Saathoff, and A. O. 
Frank, who also served as camp chap- 
lain. Mrs. C. H. Berhenke was Dean 
of Women and camp nurse. 

Camp devotions were at 7:00 A. M., 
and each forenoon three hours of 
classes in Bible, leadership training and 
League business filled the morning 


hours. An evening lecture and camp- 
fire following, kept the evenings filled. 
Boating, swimming, sports, handicraft 
and other interests occupied the after- 
noon hours for the campers. 

President Schaediger’s challenging 
messages and information gave the 
Leaguers a close touch with the na- 
tional organization and proved most 
helpful. “Al” is a good camper, and if 
his picture is not in every camper’s 
memo book it is not his fault. 

Miss Betty Schmidt, delegate from 
the Kansas League, was most compli- 
mentary in her words of praise of Ne- 
braska’s League camp. Director Ber- 
henke and his staff may well be happy 
in the splendid camp and its success. 

New officers for the State League 
elected at the camp convention were: 
President, Edwin Berger, of Auburn; 
vice-presidents, Carl Grothen of Hast- 
ings; Miss Phyllis Hoessel of Leigh, 
and Earl Heuser of Lincoln; recording 
secretary, Miss Betty Ann Hansen, 
Omaha; corresponding secretary, Miss 
Rose Mayer, Lincoln; treasurer, Miss 
Mary Dietrich, Lincoln. 

Retiring President Maurice Dasen- 
brock of Leigh, who for the past two 
terms has served as head of the State 
League work, was most active in camp, 
and through his faithful efforts the 
work of Nebraska Luther League has 
gained strength. 

Under the able editorship of Harry 
Mullendore, the camp enjoyed a daily 
paper, the “Camp Toothpick” which, 
according to Editor Mullendore and his 
staff, ‘picks out choice morsels.” The 
daily was eagerly read by all campers 
and the metropolitan dailies were not 
missed in camp, more time for Bible 
reading, less for the funnies. 

This camp marked the thirteenth an- 
nual convention of the Nebraska State 
Luther League but no unlucky inci- 
dent marked the camp convention pe- 
riod. More power to our youth as they 
rally in September for another year of 
service. 


Convention Song Fest 

In anticipation of the Omaha con- 
vention, about 500 voices are preparing 
for a great chorus under the direction 
of Prof. Oscar Lyders of Midland Col- 
lege. About eight or ten centers have 
been designated for places of rehearsal 
from time to time. In between re- 
hearsals the choirs of the various con- 
gregations practice the music in their 
own churches. October 13 at the 
Omaha City Auditorium, this combined 
chorus of perhaps a thousand voices 
will sing a sacred concert for the in- 
spiration of the convention delegates 
and visitors. Dr. T. D. Rinde, professor 
in Western Seminary, is chairman of 
the Union in charge of enlisting choirs 
from many of the congregations to 
enter the Convention Chorus. 
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From President Hershey’s 
News Letter 


Offerings for the restoration of the 
flood-wrecked work in Homer are 
coming in slowly. More are expected. 
—Rev. Alfred Mendenhall has re- 
signed as pastor of the congregation in 
Spencer, effective in September — 
Pastor George Krebs of St. Luke’s, 
Emerson, hopes to be able to resume 
his work after several months’ illness 
due to Malta fever. Neighboring pas- 
tors—Gieschen, Livers and Saathoff— 
took turns supplying the Emerson pul- 
pit in addition to their own work. This 
is being a good neighbor in fact as well 
as name.—Dr. C. B. Harmon had his 
vacation in Colorado cut short due to 
illness—An effort is being made to 
organize a “Tabitha Home Mainte- 
nance Club” of members who contribute 
$1.00 annually. Some benevolently in- 
clined individual would do well to give 
Tabitha Home a boost by sending a 
large gift for the new building or the 
general work. Tabitha Home is doing 
a splendid work for the church’s aged 
and orphaned.—Rev. Walter Motzkus 
has accepted a call to St. John’s Parish 
in Leigh, coming from the Wisconsin 
Synod. He was installed June 30. Wel- 
come, Pastor Motzkus, to Nebraska.— 
Nebraska Youth Rallies will be headed 
by six pastors from the Nebraska and 
Midwest Synods September 15, 22 and 
29 with six rallies each Sunday. 


CALLED TO DANVILLE 


The Rev. Bernard W. Krapf has been 
called as pastor of Trinity Church, 
Danville, Pa., and plans to begin this 
new work October 1. He succeeds the 
Rev. E. L. Leisey, whose resignation as 
pastor of Trinity Church took effect 
April 1. The Danville congregation 
numbers 400 members. It is associated 
with St. Peter’s Church, Grovania. 

Pastor Krapf has served Ascension 
Church, Haddon Heights, N. J., since 
his ordination in 1928. He is a native of 
Wilmington, Del., and studied at Wag- 
ner College, Temple University, and 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Philadelphia. 

During his pastorate in the mission 
congregation at Haddon Heights the 
membership increased from 65 to 175; 
a parsonage was built at a cost of $7,000, 
and is now clear of debt; the original 
debt of the congregation on its church 
building was paid; and last year a ren- 
ovation program was carried out in the 
church, making it an unusually attrac- 
tive house of worship, at a cost of 
$6,500. A large part of this sum has 
already been paid. 

Pastor Krapf has established a repu- 
tation as a very competent leader and 
tireless worker. 
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NORTH JERSEY NEWS 
By the Rev. Albert P. Stauderman 


Twice during the summer spades 
glinted in the sunlight as the earth was 
turned in ground-breaking ceremonies 
looking toward the erection of new 
churches on the territory of the New 
Jersey Conference of the United Synod 
of New York. These happy events oc- 
curred at Belleville, a suburban manu- 
facturing and residential town north 
of Newark, and at Dumont, a purely 
residential suburb in the northeasterly 
part of Bergen County. 

The congregation of Pastor Willard 
Borchers at Belleville saw rapid prog- 
ress made in the construction of their 
building. Ground was broken May 12, 
with the Rev. Dr. Paul A. Kirsch, mis- 
sionary superintendent, delivering the 
festival sermon; July 14 appropriate 
ceremonies were held to commemorate 
the cornerstone laying, with the Rev. 
Edwin Knudten of Rutherford preach- 
ing the sermon. Bethany congregation 
is entering its tenth year of service in 
Belleville. It has about 150 active adult 
members, with the promise of many 
more as the community expands and 
the new building offers increased facil- 
ities. The congregation may look to- 
ward the future with courage and hope 
under the able leadership of Pastor 
Borchers, who was formerly assistant 
at St. John’s, Christopher Street, New 
York. 

At Dumont a long period of hopeful 
waiting reached a climax July 21, when 
a faithful congregation saw ground 
broken for their first real house of wor- 
ship. Founded in 1927, this congrega- 
tion has since been worshiping in 
Masonic Hall. Although growth in num- 
bers was rapid, depression was a factor 
in preventing them from building a 
church. At one time a property was 
purchased, but it was later found to be 
unsuitable for a church home. Last 
year, under the guidance of Pastor Ivan 
Sterner, a large and well-located lot on 
the main road just outside the business 
section was purchased. A large house 
stood on the land and was remodeled 
into quarters suitable for the pastor’s 
home and for meeting rooms. The new 
building will adjoin this structure and 
will house a church auditorium, which 
some later time will form a wing of the 
final building. 

The Rev. J. Henry Meyer preached 
at the ground-breaking, with Pastors 
Sterner, Knudten and C. M. Wallick 
taking part in the service. With a wide 
territory to serve, a growing com- 
munity, and capable leadership, the 
congregation wonders, “Is it large 
enough?” 

Lutheran Camps 

Just north of the territory of this 

conference are located two Lutheran 


summer camps of which the whole 
church may be proud. In the forests of 
Interstate Park are Camp Trexler, for 
boys, and the Lutheran Girls’ Camp at 
Lake Kanawauke. Jerseyites feel a 
peculiar possessiveness in regard to 
these camps because the leaders of 
both come from the New Jersey Con- 
ference. Miss Dorothy Zerbst, direct- 
ress of the girls’ camp, is a member of 
Good Shepherd Church, Weehawken; 
The Rev. Edward B. Buller, “chief” at 
Camp Trexler, is pastor of the First 
Lutheran Church, Pearl River, N. Y. 
Both camps recently concluded excel- 
lent seasons, during which they in- 
cluded among their guests a large 
number of campers from New Jersey 
churches. 


Population Trends 


Recent population figures of the 
Census Bureau are of more than pass- 
ing interest. The growth of such sub- 
urban areas as Bergen County, Union 
County, Somerset County and parts of 
Essex County presage the continued 
development of the Lutheran Church. 
On the other hand, population changes 
and shifts in urban and industrial areas, 
like Hudson County, indicate that the 
churches there will face a struggle for 
existence in days to come. Our home 
mission policy is guided by a study of 
these population trends. 


Several new pastors have entered 
upon their duties in our midst. The 
Rev. Reginald Dietz has undertaken 
the work at Christ Church, Airmont, 
succeeding the Rev. E. A. F. Kallen- 
bach. In his installation his father, the 
Rev. Reginald Dietz of Hollis, N. Y., 
participated in the service along with 
Dr. W. H. B. Carney, president of Hart- 
wick Seminary, and the Rev. Henry M. 
Schumann of Kenmore, N. Y. 


Another father-son installation oc- 
curred at Ridgefield, where the Rev. 


Gottfried Alberti entered upon his - 


duties as pastor of Zion Church. His 
father, the Rev. John Alberti of Phila- 
delphia, Conference President John H. 
Wagner and the Rev. Sylvester Bader 
of Brooklyn, officiated. 


A notable event in the life of St. 
Matthew’s congregation, Jersey City, 
was celebrated late in June. It was the 
fortieth anniversary of the ordination 
and installation of their pastor, the Rev. 
Dr. F. Arnold Bavendam. At the same 
time, Dr. Bavendam observed the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of his service 
as chaplain of the Jersey City Fire 
Department. 


Calvary Church, Cranford, of which 
the Rev. W. F. Behrens, Jr., is pastor, 
was host to the annual convention of 
the New Jersey State Luther League 
over the Labor Day week-end. With 
a long list of well-known speakers to 
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be heard, even the hurricane which 
blew along the coast failed to dampen 
the ardor of the Leaguers. 


The newly-formed Cresskill-Leonia 
Parish, composed of Holy Trinity — 
Church in Leonia and Our Saviour’s 
Church in Cresskill, both missions, on 
the evening of June 30 installed as their 
pastor the Rev. Alfred Mattes. For the 
past two years Pastor Mattes has been 
serving the Leonia congregation as mis- 
sionary of the Board of American Mis- 
sions, so he is no newcomer to this ter- 
ritory. Since neither Cresskill nor 
Leonia has a church building, the serv- 
ice of installation took place in St. 
John’s Church, Englewood, of which 
the Rev. Dr. Stephen M. Paulson is 
pastor. Assisting in the service were 
Pastors Knudten, Wallick and Wagner. 


The Rev. Dr. Walther Eickmann, pas- 
tor of St. John’s, West New York, and 
author of several books well known in 
our church, has resumed his full duties 
after an operation aided in restoring 
failing eyesight. 


Although the summer weather was 
ofttimes unseasonable, making the en- 
tire summer seem amazingly short, the 
New Jersey churches are prepared for 
an active autumn and winter. With in- 
ternational complications increasing and 
internal affairs confused because of 
conscription, presidential elections, con- 
gressional elections, and many other 
factors, people are turning toward any- 
thing that gives the promise of stability. 
May the church meet the challenge! 


BY THE OLD VENANGO 
TRAIL 


By Rev. L. W. Rupp 


As August came to an end an inter- 
esting experiment also came to an end, 
and in the taking over by the Publica- 
tion House from September first be- 
comes assured as a success and a 
permanent institution in the Church. 
This is the experiment with the weekly 
church bulletin service. In the Pitts- 
burgh Synod the convention at Greens- 
burg in May 1939, instructed the Com- 
mittee on Publicity to experiment with 
such a service for one year. To com- 
ply with this instruction the committee 
conferred with President H. H. Bagger 
to secure his advice and his direction, 
and then organized in accord with the 
suggestions of the president of synod. 
For some time a sub-committee came 
together each month. The burden fell 
upon Pastor Bruce Shaffer of Trinity 
Church, Freeport. For excellent rea- 
sons, which the business manager has 
explained in terms of opportunity to 
secure larger bulk printings, the Pitts- 
burgh committee accepted throughout 
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the experimental year the editorial 
work of Pastor G. Elson Ruff. 

In the Minutes of the 1940 Conven- 
tion, at Butler in May, Pastor Shaffer 
contributed to the report of the pub- 
licity committee his review of the work 
It is a very modest statement, 
leaving much to be read between the 
lines. As a record of a highly impor- 
tant piece of business, well put through, 
the section of the report which Pastor 
Shaffer contributed merits attention 
and study. Here it is:— 

“The ‘bulletin service’ is a joint effort 
of the Publicity Committee of the Min- 
isterium of Pennsylvania and the Pitts- 
burgh Synod. The Rev. G. Elson Ruff 
was the Editor and Business Manager 
for the Ministerium. The Rev. L. W. 
Rupp was in charge of the editorial 
policy for our synod, the undersigned 
being Business Manager. A word of 
tribute and appreciation should also go 
to the Rev. F. Eppling Reinartz, who 
has played a large part in the success 
of the venture. 

“The ‘bulletin service’ began Sep- 
tember 1, 1939, with 23 subscribers. 
From September to May the number 
of subscribers has increased from 23 
to 64 (56 in our own synod and 8 in 
other synods). Starting with 3,500 per 
Sunday, last September, we now aver- 
age 8,500 per Sunday, with specials— 
Christmas and Easter—running well 
over the 10,000 per Sunday mark. 

“A total of 234,825 bulletins have 
been mailed to our own subscribers, in 
the eight mailings that have been sent 
out from this office. To this must be 
added over 50,000 more that were 
mailed by your business manager as an 
accommodation to western orders; but 
this was given up as being too large a 
load to carry, and the western orders 
were, and are, handled by Mr. Ruff. 
The average order is for 150 bulletins 
per Sunday. 

“The bulletin service has practically 
been self-supporting, and the $150 ad- 
vanced by the treasurer of synod will 
be returned after the service closes.” 

(Signed) B. R. SHarrrr. 


As our Pittsburgh Synod committee 
carried out the experiment, a sinking 
fund of $150 was provided from the 
synodical treasury so that bills could 
be met promptly and supplies procured 
at good prices. The business manager 
sorted and packed the orders at his 
own office, and the service carried 
postage charges for subscribers who 
made prompt payment. It was illumi- 
nating to follow through all the details 
of postal arrangements, purchases of 
suitable packing materials, and many 
details of business procedure. From 
the viewpoint of our Pittsburgh Synod 
committee it was a grand experience, 
with special praise to Pastor Shaffer for 
his heavy load so excellently carried. 


The response of Pittsburgh Synod 
congregations to the service indicates 
the success that will come to the ex- 
panded service as it now goes out from 
the United Lutheran Publication House 
to the entire Church. 


DR. L. M. ZIMMERMAN 
HONORED 


Aucust 29, 1940, Dr. L. M. Zimmer- 
man of Washington, D. C., reached the 
eightieth anniversary of his birth. The 
day was spent at Haddon Hall, Atlantic 
City, N. J., where for many years Dr. 
Zimmerman has taken his vacation with 
his devoted friend, Mr. F. W. Kakel of 
Baltimore, another octogenarian. Dr. 
Zimmerman was literally deluged with 
hundreds of telegrams, letters, greet- 
ings, flowers and callers. 

Among the latter was Dr. John L. 
Deaton, pastor of Christ Church, Bal- 
timore, and a committee of four lay- 
men from the same congregation. They 
extended their affectionate greetings 
and those of his innumerable friends in 
Baltimore. At noon Dr. Zimmerman 
was escorted to a flower-bedecked table 
in the hotel where a birthday dinner 
was served. Pastor Deaton informed 
him that he brought a special message 
from Christ Church. He told him that 
since they knew from repeated experi- 
ence that purely personal gifts were not 
acceptable, they had decided to mark 
this notable anniversary by placing in 
his honor the altar and reredos in the 
new chapel now in course of erection 
at Gettysburg Theological Seminary. 

After conferring with the authorities 
of the seminary, the goal was set at 
$2,000. In less than six weeks, more 
than this amount was received in vol- 
untary gifts from individuals. Hun- 
dreds of persons from all walks of life 
responded to the single appeal which 
was made, and it was a joy to behold 
the cheerful spirit in which it was done. 

Dr. Zimmerman’s ministry has been 
closely connected with Christ Church 
and this seminary. Fifty-three years 
ago he organized Christ Church and 
for thirty-eight was its only pastor. For 
the past fifteen years he has been the 
beloved pastor emeritus. He is an 
alumnus of Gettysburg Seminary and 
a member of its Board of Trustees. 
Notwithstanding his fourscore years, 
Dr. Zimmerman enjoys good health and 
lives a busy life. He is in demand as a 
supply preacher and his pen is never 
idle. His poems, prayers, and other 
writings are bringing blessings to mul- 
titudes of people. ; 

At the morning service on Septem- 
ber 8, Dr. Zimmerman expressed to the 
members of Christ Church his deep 
appreciation of this token of esteem and 
over the radio to his many friends not 
members of the church. 


KICK 
THAT 
GOAL 


During the football season 
many healthy young voices 
will be raised in the cry "kick 
that goal." Behind that cry is 
a desire for action, a desire 
to do and be. 

But what has football in 
common with Christianity? 
Of course—A GOAL. What 
is the goal your young people 
are seeking. And how are 
they going after it. Are you 
helping them go the right 
way? 

In our Youth Rallies this fall 
we are trying to impress upon 
the young men and women of 
our Church the importance of 
putting their confirmed faith 
in action—of making Christ 
their goal and following His 
commands. 

To help the ball of enthu- 
siasm, aroused by the rallies, 
to a forward pass, Russell 
Frank Auman has prepared a 
ten-session study course en- 
titled, YOUTH'S FAITH IN 
ACTION. Let it help your 
young people "kick the goal" 
in the right direction. 


Place your order! 


Youth's Faith 


in Action 


Leader’s book, 35 cents. 
Workbook, 20 cents; in quantities 
of six or more to one address, 15 
cents each. 


UNITED LUTHERAN 


PUBLICATION HOUSE 
13th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 
Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 


at 


28 


A TEN-YEAR PASTORATE 
(Continued from page 9) 


doing,” though it should be remarked 
that there were a “faithful few” whose 
interest in the whole program of the 
whole Church never wavered. Then, 
too, the congregation had been without 
a pastor for a year or so. Small wonder 
that it took the Pulpit Supply Com- 
mittee, headed by the late Dr. William 
J. Showalter, four monthe to convince 
Dr. Rasmussen that he ought to leave 
the large and growing Messiah congre- 
gation in Pennsylvania’s capital city 
and accept the call of Luther Place in 
the Nation’s capital city. 

But persistence won the day, and 
after saying “No” several times Dr. 
Rasmussen finally said “Yes.” Perhaps 
the challenge to make the impossible 
possible was the deciding factor. Any- 
way, Dr. Rasmussen tackled one of the 
toughest problems any pastor ever 
tackles—the building up of an all but 
“down and out” congregation in a 
downtown district in a large city—when 
he became pastor of Luther Place’s dis- 
couraged and disheartened little group. 
And in doing so he proved that the day 
of miracles has not passed, and the im- 
possible today becomes the possible to- 
morrow. 

The first thing he did was to in- 
augurate a systematic campaign for 
new members. The immediate results 
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are best told in the following figures: 
July 13, less than six weeks after he 
preached his first sermon in June 1930, 
he received 64 new members. Two 
weeks later he received 27! the fifth of 
October, 60; the sixteenth of Novem- 
ber, 68; the following Christmas Day, 
44, These figures total 263, for the first 
six months of his pastorate. And so 
the winning of new members continued 
through the years, not so rapidly, but 
on an average of 140 for each of the 
ten years. The Maryland Synod Min- 
utes for 1940 list Luther Place mem- 
bership as follows: Baptized, 1,895; 
confirmed, 1,298; communing, 820; con- 
tributing, 890. 


“This One Thing I Do” 


“How did he do it?” is the question 
those who read the preceding para- 
graph will ask. Here is the answer: 
(1) Every Sunday morning, fifty-two 
Sundays each year, for ten years, he 
used a minute or two of the period for 
announcements to welcome visitors (of 
whom there are many at Luther Place), 
emphasize the fellowship of worship, 
and invite them to sign one of the 
cards in the pew and place it on the 
offering plate; (2) just as regularly he 
went to the main entrance at the close 
of the morning service to greet mem- 
bers and non-members alike; (3) just 
as regularly he arrived at the church 
early, went to the rear of the audi- 
torium and greeted early arrivals be- 
fore the hour for the morning service; 
(4) from the beginning he practiced 
calling promptly on those who handed 
in signed cards in answer to his invita- 
tion, oftentimes within forty-eight or 
even twenty-four hours; (5) he spent 
an average of five nights a week, every 
week, from September to June, through 
the years, ringing door bells and mak- 
ing phone calls all over Washington, 
D. C., and in nearby Maryland and 
Virginia. Literally, rather than fig- 
uratively, he “went out into the high- 
ways and hedges and brought them in.” 


Church Council Drafted for 
Service 

But the time came when Dr. Ras- 
mussen felt the need of definite and 
systematic help, and after experiment- 
ing for a time he decided to draft the 
church council. That was in 1934. His 
challenge to the fifteen members of the 
council was that each of them give every 
Wednesday evening from the middle of 
September to the middle of June to 
work for the church. They took to the 
idea “like a duck takes to water,” and 
a new program that was destined to 
have far-reaching results was inaug- 
urated. Here is the way it is worked: 
The regular meeting of the church 
council is held the first Wednesday 
evening of each month. Each of the 
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other Wednesday evenings in the month 
each councilman is expected to make 
three calls. All calls on a given Wednes- 
day evening are made in the same geo- 
graphical area. Every Monday morn- 
ing the parish secretary mails three 
cards with the name and address of a 
family or member on each one, to each 
of the fifteen councilmen, and a form 
letter to each one to be visited, carry- 
ing notice that a member of the council 
will call, not for the purpose of making 
a financial “touch,” but to become ac- 
quainted and talk church. Following 
each Wednesday evening’s visitation 
the councilmen and the pastor meet at 
the parsonage or the home of one of 
the councilmen for what they call the 
“roundup,” where experiences are re- 
lated, problems discussed, and a fel- 
lowship hour (or two) enjoyed. 


No Mere “Flash in the Pan” 


That this church council program was 
not just another “flash in the pan” is 
evidenced by the fact that it has taken 
deeper root in the congregational life 
of Luther Place Church each sueceed- 
ing year. In fact, after six years, it has 
become inseparably interwoven in the 
permanent congregational program. The 
following results are not only inform- 
ing but will answer a number of ques- 
tions sure to arise in the mind of the 
reader: 

1. Luther Place has the rotating 
system of electing members to the 
church council. The advantages of this 
system outweigh its disadvantages to 
such an extent that its superior value 
is not debatable. 

2. Losing excellent councilmen for 
a year, under the rotating system, does 
not hamper the work of the church 
council, and does help the congregation 
by giving it a seasoned unofficial coun- 
selor and adviser. 

3. Several Wednesday evenings this 
past year all fifteen of Luther Place’s 
councilmen made their three calls. The 
average number for every Wednesday 
evening in the year was twelve. (Fig- 
ure out for yourself what such a pro- 
gram of lay calling would mean to any 
congregation.) 

4. Of course not everybody is at 
home when calls are made. But more 
than two out of three are. A very con- 
servative estimate of the number of 
completed calls made each year, dur- 
ing the past six, is 100 a month, 1,200 
a year. (Figure out what that means.) 

5. Dr. Rasmussen always partic- 
ipated in the Wednesday evening call- 
ing program, and attended the “round- 
up.” Instead of turning the program 
over to the church council with the 
admonition to work it out, he said, in 
effect: “Here’s the program; come on 
fellows, let’s work it out.” 

6. More specifically, this church 
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council program has (1) added new 
members to the church roll; (2) built 
up attendance at the regular church 
services; (3) created a friendly spirit 
of co-operation and good fellowship; 
(4) led to a type of constructive team- 
work unknown in other years; (5) def- 
initely eliminated schisms and divi- 
sions; (6) contributed very substan- 
tially to the spiritual, educational and 
social life of the congregation. All of 
which means a successful financial pro- 
gram, too. A church debt approximat- 
ing $34,000 has been reduced to $11,000 
the past three years, and improvements 
costing more than $7,000 have been 
made the past year. The U. L. C. A. 
apportionment is paid in excess each 
year. (Concluded next week) 


TEN GOOD YEARS 


Christ Church, Cambridge, Ohio, was 
the scene of a double celebration the 
first Sunday in August, the occasion 
being the tenth anniversary of Dr. 
A. M. Himes’ pastorate in this church 
and the first day in the history of the 
congregation that it was entirely free 
from indebtedness. The chancel was 
decorated with flowers for the occasion 
and the choir sang special music. In 
the sermon that morning Dr. Himes 
gave a resume of his work during “Ten 
Good Years.” This included the acces- 
sion of 181 new members. 

Ten years ago the church council 
was carrying a debt of $2,400, a heavy 
burden considering the fact that the city 
was undergoing some of its hardest 
financial struggles, including the de- 
pression, closing of factories, mills and 
public works, with the result that many 
of the members removed to other cities. 
The Ladies’ Aid never became discour- 
aged nor ceased to work, and kept pay- 
ing the interest and reducing the prin- 
cipal each year. The financial statement 
at the beginning of January 1940 re- 
vealed an indebtedness of $800 due on 
the note and $292 on current expenses. 
The council suggested that all organ- 
izations combine in an effort to pay 
every debt during the year 1940. The 
date was later set as August 1, and with 
everybody helping the goal was not 
only reached but there was enough to 
make a substantial payment on a new 
furnace in the parsonage. 

Christ Church is proud of her pastor, 
whose genial personality has made him 
numerous friends in all walks of life 
in and around Cambridge. But they do 
not forget the “lady of the parsonage” 
in their affections. They realize that 
she has worked at his side tirelessly, 
giving some of the best years of her 
life to the Sabbath school, The Chil- 
dren of the Church, the Missionary So- 
ciety, Ladies’ Aid, and other organiza- 
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of Israel. 


1503 E. Baltimore Street 
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tions, and helping those who need help 
or encouragement. 

The congregation hopes to have a 
Homecoming this fall at the time of the 
Harvest Festival, and to burn the note 
at that time. 


STEADY PROGRESS 


First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
Observes Seventy-second Anniversary 


Tue First Lutheran Church of Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa, the Rev. Henry Scherer 
pastor, held a “birthday party” on the 
occasion of the seventy-second anni- 
versary of the congregation, September 
6. The Women’s Guild sponsored a 
basket dinner in the church dining 
room, and an old-time male quartet and 
soloists sang several selections. The 
speaker of the occasion was Dr. H. J. O. 
Simon, a former pastor who is now 
pastor in Nevada, Iowa. 

Guests of honor were the 148 living 
members who have belonged to the 
congregation for twenty-five years or 
more. Special tribute was paid to the 
six persons who have held membership 
for more than sixty years: Mrs. George 
Palmer (1874), Mr. and Mrs. J. J. 
Snouffer, Mrs. Frank Goodrow, E. E. 
Griswold, and Mrs. C. F. Cooper. 

In August 1868, while Cedar Rapids 
was a city of 6,000, the Rev. Cephas 
Baird organized thirty-six persons into 
a Lutheran congregation. The next two 
pastors, the Rev. W. M. Sparr and the 
Rev. G. W. Snyder, received 104 new 
members. Pastor O. C. Miller was sent 
to the congregation by the Home Mis- 
sion Board in 1880 and worked won- 


The Mediator—y5}97 


In more than 15,000 copies of THE MEDIATOR, our Chris- 
tian magazine for Jews, we carry the following advertisement: 
“THE MEDIATOR comes to you with the good will of the Lutheran 


“The Lutheran Church stands opposed to anti-Semitism. In its outreach 
it does not discriminate against any race or people. To discriminate against 
the Jew would be a violation of the spirit of Christ. The Lutheran Church 
of your community extends to you a cordial invitation to attend its 


Believing that the Gospel of Christ is for all men, we do not 
hesitate to extend the hand of Christian fellowship to the House 


THE MEDIATOR is a quarterly magazine and the subscrip- 
tion price is 25 cents a year. Why not subscribe for your Jewish 
neighbor? A larger gift will enable us to minister to a greater 
number. May we hear from you? 
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6076 Drexel Road 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ders in the next six years: a new 
church was dedicated, and in two years 
the congregation became self-support- 
ing. 

The pastorate of the Rev. C. W. Mag- 
gart, nineteen years, was marked by the 
reception of 656 new members and the 
erection of the present church in 1911. 
Dr. J. O. Simon followed with a pas- 
torate of thirteen years: 768 persons 
were received and more than $24,000 
was contributed to missions. 

The present pastor took up the work 
in 1936 after the tragic death of Pastor 
J. J. Gent in an automobile accident. 
The church is enjoying a steady in- 
crease in membership—new adult 
members for thirty-two consecutive 
months. At least twice a year adult 
instruction classes meet for thirteen 
Sunday mornings to give prospective 
members some conception of the mean- 
ing and privileges of church member- 
ship. The church has grown from 336 
to 573 communicant members. Many 
repairs have been made, benevolence 
payments have increased each year, the 
church has enjoyed a balanced budget, 
and the mortgage indebtedness has 
dropped consistently year by year. 

The congregation and pastor hope to 
burn the mortgage when the Diamond 
Jubilee is celebrated in 1943. 


Tue American Lutheran Conference 
will hold its fifth biennial convention 
in Minneapolis, Minn., November 13- 
15, 1940. The various commissions of 
the conference promise to make some 
highly significant reports and recom- 
mendations. 
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REMEMBERED HER 
CHURCH 


BETHLEHEM CHuRCH, Pomaria, S. C., 
was the recipient of $1,000 bequeathed 
the church by Miss Anna Suber, a be- 
loved and loyal member of the con- 
gregation who passed away recently. 
This sum is to be used to assist in re- 
modeling and redecorating the church. 
The Rev. E. K. Counts, pastor of the 
church, says that work will begin im- 
mediately on the remodeling program. 


PERSONAL 


After September 1 the address of the 
superintendent of the Virginia Synod, 
R. Homer Anderson, D.D., will be 620 
Virginia Ave., Roanoke, Va., instead 
of Lynchburg, Va. 


The Rev. A. H. G. Gjevre completed 
seven years as pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Lakeville, Minn., August 4. 


ELECTRICAL 


Transcriptions 


MADE FOR 
CHURCH USE 


We offer an album of 
twenty-five two-sided 12- 
inch recordings made especially for use in 
churches, musical towers, memorials, etc. 


Includes the universal favorites of all de- 


nominations. Offered at a special price for 
a limited period. 

_ Recordings of selections suitable for use 
in churches the new processed low- 
scratch acetate materials are so rare, we 
took upon ourselves to supply the deficiency, 
and have succeeded in producing recordings 
equal in every respect to the finest transcrip- 
tions used in radio broadcasting. 

These records will give broader coverage 
than ordinary recordings to programs from 
your musical tower and grace indoor pro- 
grams with distinctive clarity and tone. 


Please write us today for details and prices. 
SUNDT ENGINEERING CO. 
4741 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


~PULPIT & CHOIR'GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 
837 Marking 103 years of service 1940 

fe to the church and clergy 
COX SONS & VININNG, INC. 
131 E. 23rd St., New York, N. Y. 


DNeE ESPEN. DstlA 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern 

hangings, book-markers, communion 

linens, materials cut out, choir vestments 

and pulpit gowns or cassocks and surplices. 
Catalogue and samples sent on request. 


J M. q all, INC. 417 Fifth Avenue 


New York 


> This ELECTRIC 
BULLETIN only 


This pastorate has been marked by a 
high tide of evangelism and benevo- 
lence. Improvements made to the prop- 
erty included the remodeling of the 
church and the installation of furnish- 
ings which enhance the worshipfulness 
of the services held therein. The debt 
incurred through these years for im- 
provements is paid, and in addition the 
indebtedness on the church has been 
reduced from $2100 in 1933 to $1000 at 
the present time. 


40TH ANNIVERSARY 


Newville, Pa. Dr. Gould Wickey of 
Washington, D. C., executive secretary 
of the Board of Education of the United 
Lutheran Church, delivered the sermon 
as St. Paul’s Church celebrated the 
fortieth anniversary of the laying of 
the cornerstone of the church, June 23, 
1940. Thirty persons who attended that 
service forty years ago were present at 
the anniversary service. The following 
former pastors and wives of former pas- 
tors attended the celebration: the Rev. 
and Mrs. Elwood S. Falkenstein, New 
Cumberland, Pa.; the Rev. and Mrs. 
Curtis E. Kuhnert, Newville; the Rev. 
and Mrs. John Heller, Yeadon, Pa.; and 
Mrs. Henry L. Gerstmyer, Baltimore, 
Md. The present pastor is the Rev. 
Robert C. Benner. 


LUTHER ACADEMY AT 
DUBUQUE 


Dubuque, Iowa. The 1940 Luther 
Academy was held for the fourth time 
at the Wartburg Theological Seminary, 
an institution of the American Lu- 
theran Church. The Rev. A. L. Angers- 
bach of Fort Madison, Iowa, who at- 
tended the sessions, writes appre- 
ciatively of the lectures which he at- 
tended. Those who constituted. the 
faculty numbered nine. Among them 
from the United Lutheran Church was 
the Rev. Dr. Luther D. Reed, president 
of the Lutheran Theological Seminary 
in Philadelphia, who delivered two 
lectures. The first was on “English 
Cathedrals and Parish Churches”; the 
second on “Church Building in Amer- 
ica.” Both of these evening lectures 
were splendidly illustrated with nu- 
merous slides of parish churches and 
cathedrals in England and of churches 
in America. 

Another notable lecture was that by 
the Rev. Dr. Conrad B. Gohdes of Cap- 
ital University, Columbus, Ohio. His 
subject was “Papacy and World Domin- 
ion.” He treated it from two points of 
view: (1) “Roman Tolerance,” and (2) 
“The Leo-nine and the American Con- 
stitution on Church and State.” 


THE LUTHERAN 


Pastor Angersbach praises the ar- 
rangements which were made by the 
Wartburg Theological Seminary for the 
comfort of those who came to the 
Academy. These numbered 141 hear- 
ers and lecturers who came from fifteen 
different states. 


THE LUTHER ACADEMY IN 
SONDERSHAUSEN 


In spite of the dislocations of life oc- 
casioned by the war, the Luther Acad- 
emy is reported to have met in the 
castle of Sondershausen, in Thuringia, 
Germany, for its ninth session, August 
4to17. The session was announced “in 
the consciousness that it is necessary, 
today more than ever before, to main- 
tain the fellowship which binds us to 
one another in our circle.” Conditions 
of war obliged Prof. Carl Stange, the 
leader of the Academy, to make spe- 
cial arrangements to facilitate transpor- 
tation and provide food and lodging for 
the participants. 

A varied program, with representa- 
tive lecturers from many European 
countries, included: Prof. Paul Althaus 
of Erlangen, “The Meaning of Revela- 
tion”; Dr. J. E. B. Blase of Gorinchen, 
Holland, “Lutheranism, Calvinism, and 
Catholicism”; Professor Frey of Riga, 
Latvia, “Lutheranism Among the 
Latvians”; Dr. Alfred T. Jorgensen of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, “Peter Palla- 
dius and His Visitation Record”; Prof. 
Karl Proehle of Sopron, Hungary, “‘On 
the Ethics of Scientific Work”; Prof. 
Hugo Odeberg of Lund, Sweden, 
“Judaism and Hellenism”; Prof. Alfredo 
Rizzo of Rome, Italy, “Jacopone da 
Todi”; Bishop Arvid Runestam of Karl- 
stadt, Jugoslavia, “The Deed as a Means 
of Grace”; Mrs. Soederblom, widow of 
the late Archbishop of Upsala, Sweden, 
“Recollections of Leipzig, 1912-1914”; 
Prof. Stefan Zankow of Sofia, Bulgaria, 
“The Unity of the Church as a Problem 
in Recent Orthodox Theology”; Prof. 
Walter Zimmerli of Zurich, Switzer- 
land, “The Theological Problem of Old 
Testament Wisdom.” For the first time 
in many years America was not repre- 
sented among the lecturers. 

T. G. Tappert. 


STATISTICAL MEETING 


The twenty-second annual convention of the 
American Lutheran Statistical Association will 
be held in Omaha, Nebr., October 7 and 8. 
Sessions will be held in the Hotel Paxton. 
First session, symone’ f at 2.00 P. M. 

ra F. Frankenfield, Pres. 


CONFERENCES 


The Southern Conference of the Synod in the 
Midwest will meet in St. Peter’s Church, Falls 
City, Nebr., the Rev. Victor Moeller pastdr, 
September 23 to 25. Opening service Monday at 
7.30 P. M., with the administration of Holy 
Communion. Pastors who wish lodging are 
requested to aed the host pastor two weeks 

ore the time the meeting. 
L. J. Wolff, Conf. Treas. 
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The fall convention of the New Jersey Con- 
and of the United myeee of New York will 
held Wednesday, September 18, at Our 
Saviour Church, Bergen and Clendenny Aves., 
Jersey City, N. J., the Rev. Edmund A. Steimle 
pastor. The convention will open at 9.45 A. M. 
with the Communion Service. Afternoon ses- 
sion at 2.00 o'clock. Cyrus M. Wallick, Sec. 


The Western Conference of the United Lu- 
theran Synod of New York will hold its semi- 
annual meeting at the Church of the Resurrec- 
tion, St. Paul Boulevard and Cooper Road, 
Rochester, N. Y., the Rev. Eugene L. Stowell 
pastor, Monday, September 23. The convention 
will open at 9.30 with The Service. The sermon 
will be preached by President Stowell, and the 
clerical officers will administer the Communion. 

\ Howard A. Kuhnle, Sec. 


The twentieth annual convention of the Cen- 
tral Conference of the Synod of Ohio will be 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Roseville, Ohio, + 
tember 18 and 19. The opening service will be 
held at 10.30 A. M., Wednesday, when Holy 
Communion will be celebrated with the pastor, 
the Rev. W. E. Buchholtz, and the conference 
officers officiating. A banquet for all men ot 
the conference district at 6.30 P. M., Wednes- 
day, will be addressed by Amos J. Traver, D.D. 
Other conference speakers include Mrs. Mai 
B. Fenner, Missionary Pastor John M. Arm- 
bruster and Joseph Sittler, D.D. 

Joseph M. O’Morrow, Sec. 


The Eastern Conference of the Synod of Ohio 
will meet at Greenford Lutheran Church, 
Greenford, Ohio, the Rev. E. O. Hilt pastor, 
Thursday, September 19, at 10.45 A. M., with 
the president of conference, the Rev. H. B 
Dunmire, preaching the sermon. Holy Com- 
munion will be administered by the clerical 
officers of conference and the pastor loci. 

John W. Grohne, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The thirty-sixth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Danville 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held Wednesday, October 16, in Grace 
Church, Shamokin, Pa., the Rev. M. M. Enders 
pastor. Elda A. Maher, Sec. 


The forty-fifth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held Thursday, November 7, in Holy 
Trinity Church, Ephrata, Pa., the Rev. Paul J. 
Henry pastor. 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will precede 
the convention sessions. The speakers: Ralph 
H. Long, D.D., Lutheran World Convention, 
New York, N. Y.; Miss Myrtle Wilke, mission- 
ary to South America; and a migrant worker. 

Mrs. John R. McClellan, Rec. Sec. 


The twentieth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of Central Confer- 
ence, Synod of Ohio, will be held Wednesday 
and Thursday, October 23 and 24, in First Lu- 
theran Church, Crestline, Ohio, the Rev. Simon 
A. Metzger pastor. Opening service at 1.30 
P. M., October 23. 

Mrs. K. Jay Bishop, Rec. Sec. 


OBITUARY 


Lawrence J. Powell, D.D. 


pastor of St. Mark’s Church, Washington, II., 
was born at Bowling Green, Ohio, July 10, 1877, 
a son of Theodore and Emza Kibler Powell. 
He was one of three sons to enter the gospel 
ministry in response to the call of God and in 
answer to the prayers and dedication of godly 
parents. 

In 1897 he entered Wittenberg Academy, grad- 
uating from Wittenberg College in 1902 and 
from Hamma _ Divinit chool in 1905. In 1910 
he received from Wittenberg College the de- 
gree of Master of Arts, and in 1927 was hon- 
ored by Carthage College with the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity. 

He served three pe crntes during his thirty- 
five years of devoted ministry—Grace Church, 
Sutherland, Nebr., three years; Grace Church, 
West Point, Nebr., eleven years; and St. Mark’s, 
Washington, Ill., twenty-one years. At each 
eve he proved himself ‘‘a good minister of 

esus Christ,’”’ and endeared himself to his peo- 
ple by his loving and helpful service. 

The unusual gifts of Dr. Powell were recog- 
nized by the Church in election to many syn- 
odical offices and boards. He was president of 
the Nebraska Synod for a number of years, 
and served as Ae bay of the Central Con- 
ference of the Illinois Synod from 1923 to 1928, 
which office carries with it membership on the 
Executive Board of synod. The campaign in 
behalf of the $4,000,000 Endowment Fund of 
the Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief 
took place in this period, and its success in fhe 
Central Conference was largely due to Dr. 
Powell’s efforts. He was again elected to this 
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office in the fall of 1938. In the ten years in- 
tervening between these terms, he was the ci. 

ical representative of his conference on the 
synodical Board of Home Missions and Church 
xtension. In all these responsibilities he was 
modest, never self-seeking, but fearless and 


kindly in the expression of his opinion, and of 
73 hae judgment that commanded the respect 
fo) 


all. 
May 12, 1915, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Minnie Schibe of West Point, Nebr. To 
this union were born a daughter, Alice Marie, 
and a son, Dudley Warren, who preceded his 
father in death. 

Dr. Powell entered into life eternal from a 
heart attack August 29, 1940. A brother, the 
Rev. Clark S. Powell of Jonesboro, Ill., passed 
away from a similar ailment in May of this 

ear. 
cf The funeral service was held in St. Mark's 
Church, Washington, Ill., August 31, in charge 
of Dr. John M. Bramkamp, with whom Dr. 
Powell had in former years been closely asso- 
ciated in the work of synod. In the unavoid- 
able absence of Dr. Weng, cle age of synod, 
tribute in behalf of the Illinois Synod was 

resented by the Rev. I. O. Miller of Aurora, 

ll.; in behalf of the local ministers by the 
Rev. Mr. Esch; and in behalf of the congrega- 
tion by Mr. David Hartman. The body was 
taken to West Point, Nebr., where it was laid 
to rest after services held Monday morning, 
September 2. 

r. Powell is survived by a loving wife and 
daughter; two brothers, Ernest A. Powell, Find- 
lay, Ohio, and Merlin I. Powell, D.D., Columbus, 
Ohio, Missionary Superintendent of the Ohio 
Synod; also two sisters, Mrs. Bertha Hull, 
Louisville, Ky., and Mrs. Edith Cole, Findlay, 
Ohio. Many other relatives and a host of 
parishioners, past and present, mourn his de- 

arture, and say, “The shepherd is smitten, but 
e flock will not scatter.” 


He ran his ey race, 
Nor e’er had changed nor wished to change his 


place; 
But in his duty prompt at every call, 
He ‘yl i and wept, he prayed and felt for 
a |_——— 
And, as a bird each fond endearment tries 
To tempt its new-fledged offspring to the skies, 
He tried each art, reproved each dull delay 
Allured to brighter worlds and led the way. 
His ready smile a parent’s warmth expresse”’ 
Their welfare pleased him, and their cares dis- 
tressed; 
To ee his heart, his love, his grief was 
ven, 
But all his serious thoughts had rest in heaven. 
J. M. Bramkamp. 


The Rev. Jeremiah Henry Ritter 


passed away quietly in his sleep at Paxatany, 
Pa., August 20, 1940. He was visiting in his 
early pastorate and recently was the guest 
preacher there. 

His parents were Martin and Rebecca (Yost) 
Ritter of Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, 
Pa. Born August 27, 1858, he was within a 
week of being eighty-two years of age. He 
was graduated from Muhlenberg College in 
1883 and from the Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary in Philadelphia in 1886. 

Parishes served by him were: St. Jacob’s, 
Masontown, Pa., 1886-88; Zion, Venango, Pa., 
1888-89; Zion and Bethlehem, Shanondale, Pa., 
1889-95; St. John, Berrysburg, Pa., 1895-98; St. 
John, Bath, Pa., 1898-1902; St. John, Center 
ats Pa., 1904-11; Trinity, Mildred, Pa., 

From 1913 to 1920 he was field secretary for 
the Good Shepherd Home at Allentown, and 
since that time he was lr cag supply pas- 
tor in Allentown and vicinity; Victoria, Texas; 
West Palm Beach and St. Petersburg, Florida. 

His late home was in Allentown with a 
daughter, Mary Anna, wife of Dr. Frederick H. 
Johnson. Surviving also is a son, Theodore J., 
of Allentown. His wife, Emeline (nee Geis- 
inger), preceded him in death by eight years. 

The funeral srvice was held in Allentown, 
August 23, in charge of the Rev. Conrad Wilker, 
pastor of St. Michael’s Church. Burial took 
place in Fairview Cemetery. A. S. Deibert. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Bergfelder, Otto, from 506 New York Ave., 
Hastings, Nebr., to 610 E. Seventh St., Hast- 
ings, Nebr. 

Brandt, William E., from 7309 Boyer St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., to 1809 Dallas Road, Oak Lane, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Brenner, Karl R., from 1907 Parkdale Ave., 
BA wags Ohio, to 3147 Haughton Drive, Toledo, 

oO. 

Coleman, D.D., Fred L., from 32 York St., Get- 

oe Pa., to 24 Portland Ave., Ventnor, 


Cooper, Ph.D., L. Grady, from American Lu- 
theran Mission, Tsimo, renga China, to 
American Lutheran Mission, 5 Cheng Yang 
Road, Tsingtao, Shantung, China. 

Dyreson, Delmar L., from 3554 Indiana Ave., 
San Diego, Calif., to Chaplain, United States 
Army, e Presidio, San Francisco, Calif. 
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STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


BRONZE. TABLETS 
~ MEMORIALS IN WOOD, MARBLE, IRON, MOSAICS 
ALTAR FURNISHINGS 4 DESIGNS SUBMITTED 


RGEISSLER INC. 


SIXTH AVE. NEAR 10 t ST. NEW YORK 


Church Farnishin 


IN CARVED WOOD AND | @ 
MARBLE-BRASS: SILVER 
FABRICS + WINDOWS 


BELL PEALS 


3 Write for literature. Address Dept. 10 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md. 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 
HANGINGS - ORNAMENTS - FRINGES 
FURNISHINGS AND SUPPLIES 
Catalog Free on Request. 

The C. E. WARD CO., New London, O. 

Choir 


Pulpit GOWN dh) 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1127 S. 4th St., Greenville, Il. 


CHIMES 


Ensrud, Joseph O., from Division Chaplain, Fifth 
Division, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Ind., to 
Office, Chief of Chaplains, War Department, 
Washington, D. C. 

Finck, D.D., W. J., from 199 Dewey St., Edge- 
wood, Pittsburgh, Pa., to New Market, Va. 
Gollnick, Frank L., from 28 Maple St., One- 
eee N. Y., to 72 President Place, Kingston, 


Gray, L. G., from R. F. D. 1, New Carlisle, 
Ohio, to Smithville, Ohio. 

Hamm, L. Boyd, from 200 Piedmont Ave., Kings 
Mountain, N. C., to 407 W. Front St., Bur- 
lington, N. C. 

Heim, D.D., G. R., from Tressler Orphan Home, 
Loysville, Pa., to New Bloomfield, Pa. 

Huffman, Paul E., from 1948 W. North Ave., 
Baltimore, Md., to Northwestern Lutheran 
Theological Seminary, 100 25th Ave., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Keck, D.D., Albert H., from 1348 W. 5th Ave., 

__ Gary, Ind., to 409 S. 14th St., Richmond, Ind. 

Keller, Eugene S., from 404 Main St., Watson- 
town, Pa., to R. F. D. 2, Littlestown, Pa. 

King, C. Leighton, from 113-24 Delevan St., 
Queens Village, L. I., N. Y., to 114-35 225th 
St., St. Albans, L. I., N. Y. 

Kunkle, H. A., from 104 E. Highland St., Albion, 
Ind., to 412 St. Michael’s Ave., Madison, Ind. 

Linn, Luther J., from 113 W. Main St., Tre- 
mont, Pa., to Mt. Pleasant Mills, Pa. 

Martin, Ph.D., D.D., H. F., from Midland Col- 
lege, Fremont, Nebr., to 235 E. 49th St., New 
York, N. Y. 

Rasmussen, R. A., from Camden, Ohio, to 

R. F. D., Oxford, Ohio. 

Reese, Lawrence M., from 7301 Germantown 
Ave., Philadelphia, Pa., to 117 W. Keller St., 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

Schmidt, John, from Blacksburg, Va., to Lu- 
theran_Theological Seminary, Columbia, S. C. 

Strock, D.D., J. Roy, from U. L. C. Mission, 
Vegeswarapuram, via Kovvur, West Godavery 
Dist., South India, to U. L. C. Mission, Par- 
vatipur, Vizagapatam Dist., Madras Pres- 
idency, India. 

Stull, Maynard A., from 61 W. LaClede Ave., 
Youngstown, Ohio, to 2804 Hillman St., 


Howard A., from 1908 Kentucky 
Paducah, Ky., to 2142 Cairo Road, 
Paducah, Ky. 
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Our Nevest Books 


On Catechetical Instruction 


od ertes ey 


STUDY HELPS IN THE CATECHISM 
A book for work and study which makes 
use of the best of modern pedagogical 
methods. 40 cents; $3.85 a dozen, post- 
paid. 


© erties VE 


STUDY HELPS IN THE CATECHISM 
This book may be used in place of Sertes A, 
although it is more advanced and slightly 


different in material. 40 cents; $3.85 a 
dozen, postpaid. 


TRUTH AND LIFE A GUIDE BOOK 
- ByO.E Nolde IN CATECHETICAL 
INSTRUCTION 
This is to be used as a source and By O. F. Nolde 
reference book in connection with ‘This is to be used by pastors who 
the “Study Helps.” 40 cents, $3.85 are guiding their catechumens in 


a dozen, postpaid. the study of the above texts. 
Cloth, $2.25 


Order these direct from the Publication House 
in time for your first classes! 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN PUBLICATION HOUSE 
THIRTEENTH AND SPRUCE STREETS, PHILADELPHIA 
Chicago Columbia, S. C. Pittsburgh 


